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The town of Debrecen 

 
With its 205,000 inhabitants Debrecen is the second largest and second most populous town 
of Hungary, home to almost 40% of the population of its whole county. It has played a 
regional role for centuries: it has been the intellectual, cultural, economic, touristic and 
transportation centre of the Eastern part of the country. Due to its geographic location it has 
functioned as a bridge between Transylvania and Upper Hungary. It is situated at a distance of 
230 km from Budapest. It is often referred to as “the Calvinist Rome” or “the cívis [civic] 
town” (referring to its wealthy citizens).  

 
In 1361 most of the population of the settlement—
which by that time had developed into a country-
town (oppidium)—practiced activities related to 
different crafts and animal breeding. In the course of 
the 15th and 16th centuries the entire town converted 
to Protestantism. The history of the Reformed 
College founded in 1538 reaches back almost 500 
years into the past: it is one of the country’s oldest, 
continuously functioning educational institutes, 
where the most prominent figures of Hungarian 
culture studied, several of them later becoming 

renowned Hungarian scientists, artists and politicians. At the same time, for a long period this 
institute connected the town to the intellectual circulation of Europe and was the safeguard of 
its uninterrupted presence, since as a rule its students continued their studies at the universities 
of Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland and England, only to return home after 2 or 3 years 
to spread their modern knowledge and ideas. Nowadays visitors to the Great Library and the 
museum of the college may get acquainted with several invaluable collections. Some rarities 
of the library are unique even in international terms, while its museum preserves 17,000 
different artefacts.  
 
Due to the comprehensive religious reformation taking place in the 16th 
century, in Debrecen no Catholic church or parish survived. At the end 
of the following century, in 1693 the contemporary ruler, Leopold I, 
elevated Debrecen into the roll of free royal towns. After an enforced 
exile of two and a half centuries, the Roman Catholic Church was 
finally allowed to return into the town. Soon its church, today’s Saint 
Anne Cathedral, was erected, its consecration taking place in 1746. 
The original parish church obtained the rank of a cathedral in 1993, and 
subsequently the town became an Episcopal seat of the Catholic Church. 
 

The Hungarian Revolution of 1848 deeply affected 
Debrecen, as several of the central figures of the 
revolutionary events visited the town. In the first 
half of 1849 the Hungarian Government moved 
here for five months, thus Debrecen became the 
provisional capital of Hungary—the “guardian town 
of liberty”. It was in the emblematic Great 
Reformed Church, the symbol of the city, that the 
leader of the revolution, Lajos Kossuth, declared the 
dethronement of the Habsburg dynasty and 
Hungary’s independence. With its area of 1,500 m2 
the church is the largest reformed church of the 
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country: the symbol of the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Episcopal seat of the Diocese of 
Tiszántúl, which inspired Debrecen’s popular given name of “the Calvinist Rome”. The 
church was built between 1805 and 1824, right in the heart of the town, in classical style. 
 
In the city, which dedicated more and more attention and effort 
to improving its appearance, the impressive Romantic style 
Csokonai Theatre opened its gates in the year 1865. Ever since 
the building has functioned as one of the town’s important 
cultural centres. Nowadays the exceptionally versatile repertoire 
of the theatre, which operates with a drama, a dance and an opera 
company, and has performances on three different premises, 
attracts all age groups with high-quality shows. Furthermore, the 
theatre houses the annual DESZKA Festival organised each 
February to bring to the stage contemporary Hungarian dramas 
from the repertoires of other Hungarian theatres, and at the same 
time to function as an intellectual workshop for writers, directors 
and all kinds of professionals in theatrical life. 
 

The main street of the town—first with the sight of the 
local steam railway, and from 1911 on with the tram line, 
with its expanding parks and continuously spreading 
multi-storey houses—gradually took on the character of a 
true city. As part of the development around the turn of 
the century the Art Nouveau style Hotel Aranybika 
(Golden Bull) was completed. This admirable building is 
located at the main square of the town, near the Great 
Reformed Church. Its concert hall bears the name of Béla 
Bartók. 

 
Because of the consequences of World War I, within the 
new borders created by the closing peace treaties, 
Debrecen drifted to the periphery of the country. The 
leaders of the town saw the development of tourism as a 
possible way out of the deadlock. It was within this 
framework that during the 1920’s and 30’s the 
development of the Nagyerdő (Great Forest Park) was 
launched, including investments into educational, health 
care, recreational and sports facilities. Connecting the 
town with Hortobágy—which back then was owned by 
Debrecen—as a tourist attraction, and absorbing it into its international tourism proved to be a 
sensible initiative. 

 
Debrecen became the temporary capital of the country once again in 
1944–1945. As agriculture minister of the contemporary government, 
Imre Nagy, who later became a martyr of the 1956 Revolution, was 
active in the town. The development of the settlement did not stop 
after the political changes of 1989–1990 either: several international 
companies and factories settled in its four industrial parks (e.g. 
National Instruments, FAG Magyarország Ipari Kft, etc.). The 
pharmaceutical factory of the town founded in 1912 became a 
member of the TEVA Group by the end of the century, and its 
products are nowadays highly sought all over the world from the 
United States to the Netherlands and Asia. 
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Debrecen is par excellence a country-town of the 
Hungarian Great Plain whose present image is mainly 
determined by the buildings erected in the 19th and 20th 
centuries. The historic old town can be explored on foot 
within a few hours. The Déri Museum in the heart of the 
town belongs to the cultural and intellectual treasures of 
Debrecen. The construction work on this eclectic 
building took place between 1926 and 1928, and the 
museum opened its gates to the public in 1930. The 
highlights of the museum’s collections are Mihály Munkácsy’s monumental works, the 
paintings constituting the Christ Trilogy.  
 

The Main Square, in its current form, was opened to 
the public in 2001. Its Millennial Fountain is decorated 
with the picture entitled “The Conquest”, depicting the 
arrival of the Hungarian tribes. The phoenix rising from 
the fountain with its widespread wings has become a 
symbol of the town, which in the course of history 
needed to be reborn and rebuilt from its ruins on several 
occasions. The most prominent work of art in the square 
is the statue of Lajos Kossuth. In front of the group of 
statues passers-by can discern the coat of arms of 

Debrecen made of mosaics against the background of the pavement.  
 
However, besides the Great Church, 
the Reformed College, the Old 
Town Hall and the main building 
of the University of Debrecen, and 
the grandiose bourgeois homes and 
palaces of Piac utca (Market 
Street) and the streets of the old 
town, the architectural 
achievements of the 21st century are now making more and more room for themselves. With 
the Kölcsey Centre, opened in 2006 and the country’s largest rural conference centre, the 
architect-mastermind of the “omniscient house” designed a complex of buildings that is 
suitable both for professional conferences and cultural events, meeting even the highest 
technical standards. 
 
The MODEM (Modern and Contemporary Art Centre) situated in the old town of Debrecen 
is probably the most modern centre of contemporary plastic arts of the region and even of the 
whole country. With its total area of 4,650 m2, the three-floor building comprises 3,000 m2 

exhibition space. On the second 
floor one can find the largest 
continuous, more than 1,300 m2, 
exhibition hall in the country 
displaying countless masterworks 
of modern and contemporary 
plastic arts. 
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All over the world more and 
more people are coming to 
recognise the role of a healthy 
life style in the prevention of 
illnesses and the maintenance 
of long-lasting well-being. 
The Aquaticum Wellness 
and Spa Centre embodies a great tradition in healing with the help of its certified mineral 
waters. The nearby medical centre makes available its professional background to the facility 
that offers more than 40 different types of treatments to visitors who wish to improve their 
physical condition. The wellness island of the four-star hotel located in the complex provides 
60 different traditional and special recreational and cosmetic treatments. 
 

Nowadays one can see a blossoming of 
“belle époque” cafés and tea houses with 
intimate ambience, non-mainstream 
entertainment facilities and music clubs. 
Babbling fountains, pleasant parks and, in 
the pedestrian areas, numerous terraces await 
visitors longing for recreation from spring 
through till autumn. 
 

 
Debrecen has played an important role in the Hungarian sports scene for 100 years. Since the 
1990s it has consciously reinforced its positions both in the national and international sporting 
life. DVSC, the exceptionally popular and also internationally acknowledged football club of 
the town was founded in 1902 and its career has flourished during the past few years: it 
obtained the rank of national champion on five occasions. On the international scene the team 
had the opportunity to compete with teams like Manchester United, Liverpool, PSV, 
Sampdoria, Bordeaux, Fiorentina and Lyon. Beginning in the 2000s the town hosted several 
international high-ranking sports events such as the 2011 Junior World Championship in 
Athletics, the Gymnastics World 
Championship in 2002, and the 2004 
European Women’s Handball Champion-
ship (Debrecen being one of the locations). 
Since 2001, 14 prominent international sport 
events have been organised in Debrecen 
including 5 world and 9 European 
championships. On such occasions the town 
is capable of hosting thousands of incoming 
visitors and providing service at a high 
standard. 
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The University of Debrecen 
 
 

The historic roots of the University of 
Debrecen can be traced back to the 
establishment of the Reformed College 
(1538). The university evolved from one of 
the three academic departments of the 
college, its forerunner being the Hungarian 
Royal University of Debrecen founded in 
1912. The 450-year-old university is the 
oldest institute of higher education in 
Hungary that has been continuously 
functioning in the same town. Under its 
present name, the University of Debrecen, 
it was formed on 1 January 2000 with the 

unification and as legal successor of previously independently operating institutes. 
 
The University of Debrecen is the most popular 
Hungarian institute of higher education with  over 
30,000 students, 15 faculties (including the Faculty of 
Humanities) and 25 doctoral schools (including the 
Post-Graduate School of Linguistics). It offers the most 
versatile training and research opportunities in the 
whole country. With respect to its research results the 
institute boasts  15% of the total national output. As an 
outstanding intellectual centre, it exerts a significant 
influence over East Hungary’s economic and social 
development as well as its cultural advancement. 
Thanks to Hungary’s EU membership, in recent years 
the proportion of Hungarian-speaking students from 
neighbouring countries has notably increased. 
 
 

 The University of Debrecen has 
developed a wide array of training and 
research co-operations with numerous 
institutes worldwide. It maintains 
bilateral agreements with more than 50 
universities, while the number of co-
operations at the level of departments, 
institutes and faculties exceeds 1,300. 
Over  recent years the University of 

Debrecen has evolved into a truly international institute: the number of foreign students 
enrolled in different English-speaking programmes has reached 3,000. 
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As a recognition of its high-standard scientific and research 
activity, in 2010 the University of Debrecen was awarded the 
title “Elite Research University” which entailed the possibility of 
launching a new research project. The primary goal of the 
university research programme is that the University of 
Debrecen should achieve the scientific performance, high 
standard and recognition of other leading European universities. 
 
The fact that the University of Debrecen is featured in 750th 
place in the international ranking involving 8,000 universities, 
and in 138th place with respect to the qualification of its teachers 
and researchers well reflects its international reputation. 
 
As regards the research potential of the institute it should also be 
noted that in the spring of 2011 the highest performance 

supercomputer of the country (registered as the world’s 165th most powerful computer) started 
operating here. 
 
Most of the central buildings of the complex of 
the University of Debrecen are situated within 
the campus, in the area of the Great Forest, 
whilst some of its recently founded faculties 
are located in modern buildings in other parts 
of the town. 
 
The impressive, neo-baroque main building of 
the university, accommodating the departments 
of the Faculty of Humanities, was built 
between 1927 and 1930. The building, which 

stands in the middle of one of Debrecen’s most 
frequently visited nature protection areas creates 
a special atmosphere in the part of the town 
surrounding it. As the largest building of the 
whole town, it covers 6,200 m2. Its main facade 
runs 108 m long and its 29 m high, 700 m2 
glazed aula is surrounded by arcade-like 
corridors. 
 
The building overlooks the most uniformly 
designed, French-style, elegant yet intimate 
park of the town. 
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Onomastic research at the University of Debrecen 
 
Thanks to its professors, highly qualified teachers and researchers, the Institute 
of Hungarian Linguistics of the University of Debrecen is one of the most 
significant and also internationally acknowledged bases of onomastic 
research—excelling especially in the research of place-names—not only in 
Hungary, but also in the entire Carpathian Basin. Onomastic research became 
one of the main fields of interest from the 1960s on, under the leadership of the 
internationally acclaimed researcher of onomastics and Finno-Ugrist, Professor 
Béla Kálmán. In the course of the past decades onomastic research has clearly 
established itself as the main profile of the institute both in the area of training 
and research. 
 
The Elite Research University Programme launched in 2010 covers five 
scientific disciplines, including linguistics. Within the five distinguished main 
fields of research 118 research groups obtained funding, three of these being 
affiliated with the Institute of Hungarian Linguistics. 
The institute’s high scientific potential and specifically the prestige of 
onomastic research is clearly reflected by the fact that within the framework of 
the Research University Programme two research groups were established in the institute 
focusing on questions of onomastics: the Research Group on Onomastics (under the guidance 
of Valéria Tóth) and the Research Group on the History of Linguistics and Onomastics (led 
by István Hoffmann). In 2013 the Research Group on Hungarian Language History and 
Toponomastics (University of Debrecen—Hungarian Academy of Sciences) was established 
here. 
 

Of the ten experts of the Department of Hungarian 
Linguistics six colleagues study onomastics, their work 
being supported also by a group of seven scientific 
assistant researchers.  
Within the doctoral school of linguistics, the Post-
graduate Programme in Hungarian Linguistics plays a 
vital role in ensuring the continuous involvement of 
younger generations of scientists: over the past decade 
fourteen PhD students have obtained their doctoral 
degree in onomastic research. The doctoral degree 
awarded by the Academy—the highest possible 
Hungarian scientific qualification—was also obtained 
by Professor István Hoffmann in the field of onomastic 
research. In addition, Professor Hoffmann is also 
president of the Department of Onomastics, established 
in 2000, of the most prominent Hungarian association in 
the field of linguistics, the Society of Hungarian 

Linguistics. 
 
The Department of Hungarian Linguistics of the University of Debrecen awards the Lajos 
Kiss Prize founded in 2005 in memory of the outstanding linguist and member of the 
Academy, Lajos Kiss, who was an emblematic figure of 20th century Hungarian linguistics, 
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especially onomastics and Slavistics. Hungarian or foreign researchers under the age of 40 are 
eligible for the Lajos Kiss Prize whose novel scientific achievements contribute significantly 
to the results of Hungarian onomastics (specialising in the field of either personal or place 
names). On the first two occasions the Board awarded the Lajos Kiss Prize to linguists from 
Debrecen: in 2006 to Valéria Tóth, and in 2008 to Anita Rácz. 
The Institute of Hungarian Linguistics also 
founded some periodicals dedicated to 
onomastics with the purpose of creating a 
platform for the publications of the experts 
studying this field. The periodical entitled 
Helynévtörténeti Tanulmányok [Studies on 
the History of Place Names] published in 
Hungarian (thus meant primarily for the 
Hungarian academic audience) usually 
publishes the lectures presented at the 
annual Seminar on the History of Place 
Names with a focus on the Carpathian 
Basin. Up to date 9 volumes have been 
issued. 

The periodical Onomastica Uralica written in English 
(more recently English and Russian) by an international 
team of authors and editors—in co-operation between 
Debrecen and Helsinki, with partly thematic and partly 
periodical-like issues—specialises in onomastic questions 
of Uralian languages. Its primary objective is to bring 

together onomastic researchers of Uralian languages, but it takes into consideration also the 
connections between Uralian and other, especially Indo-European, languages. So far 10 
volumes of the periodical have been published.  
 
The institute also publishes the series A Magyar Névarchívum Kiadványai [Publishings of the 
Hungarian Onomastic Archive], which includes monographs, dictionaries and studies on 
place names.  
 
The onomastic discipline also occupies an 
important place in the university curriculum: 
for majors in Hungarian language 5 to 6 
courses are announced on onomastics per 
year. We also strive to involve students in 
scientific research by offering the most 
talented ones regular summer job 
opportunities and one-month scholarships. 
In the summers of 2010, 2011 and 2013 25 
to 30 students participated in our projects. 
 
The institute cherishes close relationship 
with several Hungarian and foreign 
institutes of higher education and research. From all these the most intensive ties—especially 
in connection with the editing of Onomastica Uralica—are the connections with universities 
of Eastern and Northern European countries, but in recent years co-operation was reinforced 
also with Western countries. As a result, in 2011 a collaboration agreement with the German 
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university of Mannheim in connection with a joint research project was concluded: in 2010 
we launched an onomastic research programme called Magyar Digitális Helynévtár 
[Hungarian Digital Toponym Registry], in the framework of which we are working on the 
compilation of a public database to be available on-line, namely a data warehouse comprising 
the place names of the Carpathian Basin (www.mdh.unideb.hu). 
In addition, the Institute of Hungarian Linguistics of the University of Debrecen plays a vital 
role in the organisation of onomastic sessions at international conferences and congresses: e.g. 
as a rule, the organisers of the Congress of Hungarian Studies and the Finno-Ugric Congress 
invite researchers from Debrecen to conduct the symposia on onomastics. 

The institute has acquired great expertise at organising large-scale international congresses: in 
1990 it was the sole organiser of the International Finno-Ugric Congress which attracted some 
1,000 participants, while in 2006 it was the co-organiser of the International Congress of 
Hungarian Studies attracting an audience of several hundred. 
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Topic of the congress: Locality and globality in the world of names 
 
The central topic of the congress will be the presentation of the linguistic position that proper 
names occupy in our present globalized world. Proper names as linguistic universals are an 
ancient linguistic category as old as language itself. They were probably created by the 
communicational situation in which—relying on linguistic signs fostering distinction—
humans wanted to mark the things that were most important in their immediate environment. 
In fact this ancient function is the most important reason for the existence and use of proper 
names even today. Nevertheless, at the same time proper names may be the most 
characteristic linguistic representations of the global linguistic situation that have evolved up 
to our times. It is not only that communication in our times makes the ever more intensive use 
of proper names inevitable, but it also endows these with ever newer functions, continuously 
creating new types and sorts of names. 
The wide-ranging central topic of the congress offers a number of possible approaches for 
speakers. Different questions of onomastic theory will come to the foreground, such as the 
situation of the variable relationships between particular types of names, their continuous 
interactions and changes. The presentation of the systematic character of names and their 
manifestation in different linguistic environments calls both for the study of phenomena and 
the accurate, thorough analysis of particular names. Besides the (historic and descriptive) 
aspects traditionally found in linguistics, new aspects may also be raised that have come to the 
fore over recent decades: e.g. socio- and psycho-onomastic or even cognitive frame sets; and, 
besides all these, even related disciplines, such as linguistic politics, or different approaches 
of applied science may come to contribute to our knowledge concerning proper names.  
As for the structure of the scientific programme of the congress, we suggest a division of the 
lectures into three main types. Invited keynote plenary speakers will deal with questions of 
outstanding significance. In accordance with ICOS tradition, the selection of the presentations 
in the particular sessions shall be defined according to the topics to be handled by the 
participants of the congress. Furthermore, we also suggest organising symposia: at these 
events, participants deal with questions and specific themes defined in advance. The board of 
organisers shall call on some experts to organise and conduct the symposia. In turn, the 
selected experts will invite the speakers of the symposia themselves, by defining the topic of 
the given symposium. This form of discussion enables researchers to elaborate the issues of 
the highest relevance to them in a highly focused manner. The process may lead to results that 
are less likely to evolve during presentations in the individual sessions, and which may be 
even worth publishing in an independent collection of studies. 
At the onomastic congress we wish to ensure as wide participation of the researchers as 
possible. We strive to also involve fields and linguistic areas that so far have been 
underrepresented at congresses. Luckily the participation of researchers from Eastern 
European countries including Hungarians has become increasingly active over the past few 
years, yet sadly this does not apply to representatives from the successor states of the former 
Soviet Union, despite the fact that these countries are distinguished by their highly intensive 
and valuable onomastic research work. Hopefully the good relations of the Institute of 
Hungarian Linguistics of the University of Debrecen with the researchers of the regions in 
question may promote their involvement in the work carried out by the onomastic congresses. 

The official languages of the congress are English, German and French. 
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Program of the Congress  
Debrecen, 27 August – 1 September 2017 

 
27 August Sunday 

15.00–20.00: Registration 
17.00–20.00: Meeting of ICOS Board 

 
28 August Monday 

8.30–10.00: Registration 
8.30–10.00: Meeting of Editorial Board of Onoma 
10.00–12.00: Opening Session and Plenary Session 
12.00–14.00: Opening Reception 
14.00–15.30: Lecture Sessions 
15.30–16.00: Break 
16.00–17.30: Lecture Sessions 
18.00–20.00: Meeting of ICOS Bibliography Group 

 
29 August Tuesday 

8.30–10.30: Lecture Sessions 
10.30–11.00: Break 
11.00–12.30: Lecture Sessions  
12.30–14.00: Lunch 
14.00–15.30: Lecture Sessions and Symposia 
15.30–16.00: Break 
16.00–17.00: Plenary Session 
17.30–20.00: Meeting of ICOS Terminology Group 
17.30–20.00: Presentation of Books 

 
30 August Wednesday 

Excursion Day 
 
31 August Thursday 

8.30–10.30: Lecture Sessions 
10.30–11.00: Break 
11.00–12.30: Lecture Sessions  
12.30–14.00: Lunch 
14.00–15.30: Lecture Sessions and Symposia 
15.30–16.00: Break 
16.00–17.00: Plenary Session 
17.30–19.00: Presentation of the Society of Hungarian Linguistics, Department of 

Onomastics  
 
1 September Friday 

8.30–10.30: Lecture Sessions 
10.30–11.00: Break 
11.00–12.30: Lecture Sessions 
12.30–14.00: Lunch 
14.00–17.00: ICOS General Meeting 
18.00–22.00: Closing Session and Banquet 
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 27 August 
(Sunday) 

28 August 
(Monday) 

29 August 
(Tuesday) 

30 August 
(Wednesday) 

31 August 
(Thursday) 

1 September 
(Friday) 

8.00     
 
9.00 
 

Registration Meeting of 
Ed. Board of 
Onoma 

10.00 

 
Lecture Sessions 

 

 
Lecture Sessions 

 

 
Lecture Sessions 

 

 Break Break Break 
11.00 
 

 
Opening Session 

and 
Plenary Sessions 

12.00 

 
Lecture Sessions 

 

 
Lecture Sessions 

 

 
Lecture Sessions 

 
 
13.00 
 

 
 

Opening Reception 
 

Lunch 
 

Lunch 
 

Lunch 

14.00 
 

 

15.00 

 
Lecture Sessions 

   

 
Lecture 
Sessions 

 
Symposia 

 
Lecture 
Sessions 

 
Symposia 

 Break Break Break 
16.00 
 

 

 
Plenary Session 

 
Plenary Session 

 
 

ICOS General 
Meeting 

17.00 

  
Lecture Sessions 

 Break Break 
 Break 

Break 

18.00 
 
19.00 

Presentation of the 
Committee on Hungarian 

Linguistics, Section of 
Onomanstic Sciences 

 
20.00 

Registration 

Meeting 
of ICOS 
Board  

Meeting of ICOS 
Bibliography Group 

 
Meeting of 

ICOS 
Terminology 

Group 

 
Presentation 

of Books 

 
 

Excursion 

 

 
 

Closing Session 
and Banquet 
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Conference planning timeline 
 

 Dates 
Call for Papers July 2016 
Launch of the Congress Website 1 July 2016 
Abstract Submission Opens 15 July 2016 
Abstract Submission Deadline 31 October 2016 
Notification of Acceptance 23 December 2016 
Online Registration and Booking Opens 2 January 2017 
Early Registration Deadline 19 May 2107 
Final Registration Deadline 31 July 2017 
Dates of the Congress 27 August – 1 September 2017 

 
 

Timeline for the publication of the Congress Proceedings 
 

 Dates 
Call for Papers October 2017 
Paper Submission Deadline 1 March 2018 
Proofreading 30 June 2018 
Notification of Acceptance 31 August 2018 
Publication of the studies of the congress 
sessions and simposia 

31 March 2019 

 
 

Financial resources 
 

 
The following resources are available for the financing of the congress: 
 

a) The financial fund established for the organisation of scientific congresses (Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences). Resources from this fund would certainly be provided for the 
ICOS congress to be organised, especially since this would be the first time it is being 
organised in Hungary. 

b) Financial support from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences via its regional committee 
(Debrecen Academic Committee). 

 
Remarks: Naturally, we can’t apply for the financial support until after a (positive) decision in 
Glasgow. However, our expectation is that we would receive 20,000 to 30,000 Euros. 
 

c) City and county governments regularly support conferences of such importance: on 
the one hand by direct financial support and on the other hand by leasing conference 
facilities at a discount. 

d) The University of Debrecen, on whose campus the event will mainly take place, is 
also regularly supporting the organisation of congresses by making available the 
necessary facilities. 
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Structure of the scientific committee 
 
 
coordinator:  VALÉRIA TÓTH (University of Debrecen, Hungary) 
president:  ISTVÁN HOFFMANN (University of Debrecen, Hungary) 
co-president:  TERHI AINIALA (University of Helsinki, Finland) 
secretary:  ERZSÉBET GYŐRFFY (University of Debrecen, Hungary) 
 
members:  ELENA L. BEREZOVICH (Ural Federal University, Ekaterinburg, Russia; Russian 

Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russia) 
ANDREA BÖLCSKEI (Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church, Buda-
pest, Hungary) 
BARBARA CZOPEK-KOPCIUCH (Institute of Polish Language Polish Academy of 
Sciences, Crakow, Poland) 
ELWYS DE STEFANI (University of Leuven, Belgium) 
JOAN TORT DONADA (University of Barcelona, Spain) 
SHEILA EMBLETON (York University, Toronto, Canada) 
TAMÁS FARKAS (Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary) 
ADRIAN KOOPMAN (University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa) 
SÁNDOR MATICSÁK (University of Debrecen, Hungary) 
KATHARINA LEIBRING (Institute for Language and Folklore, Uppsala, Sweden) 
ANITA RÁCZ (University of Debrecen, Hungary) 
PAVEL ŠTĚPÁN (Academy of Sciences of Czech Republic, Prague, Czech 
Republic) 
SIMON TAYLOR (University of Glasgow, Scotland) 
CHRISTIAN ZSCHIESCHANG (Leipzig Centre for the History and Culture of East 
Central Europe, Leipzig, Germany) 
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Rooms available for the congress 
 

In the area of the campus the following meeting rooms are available: 
one room for 300 people 
two rooms for 200 people  
one room for 150 people  
fifteen rooms for 100–120 people 
fifteen rooms for 30–40 people. 
 

Meeting rooms are available for the purposes of the congress in the Kölcsey Centre, one of 
the largest conference centres of Eastern Europe: one large meeting room with a seating 
capacity for 1,180 people, or for receptions for up to 780 guests. Furthermore, for individual 
sessions, the centre offers smaller rooms for groups of 30 to 70 or 90 to 150 people, 
respectively. From the university the location can be reached within 20 minutes by tram, or 
roughly 30 minutes on foot. 
 
 
 
 

Registration fees 
 
Registration fees (excursions are not included, banquet and receptions are included) 

for ICOS members: € 100 (early registration), € 120 (standard registration) 
for other congress particiants: € 120 (early registration), € 140 (standard registration) 
for students: € 60 
for accompanying persons: € 50 

 
 
 
 

Dining possibilities 
(All prices are current as of 2014.) 
Possible places for having lunch and dinner within a distance of 5 to 15 minutes from the 
university: 
 
Hot meals are served in the following restaurants: Nagyerdei Étterem, Café Melange, Krúdy 
Restaurant, Régi Vigadó, Pálma Restaurant, Viktória Restaurant, El Tornado Western Café, 
Postás Üdülő Hotel (the resort hotel of the Hungarian Postal Services). Price of a menu: € 
3.00 to € 6.00. 
 
Snacks and fast food (hamburgers, hot dogs, wraps and sandwiches) are available at the snack 
bars Speedy and Bothdega, as well as at the snack bar of the university. Price: € 1.00 to € 
3.00. 
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Accommodation possibilities 

 
I. Hotels 

Each of the recommended hotels is close to the university, located either in the area of the 
Great Forest, the country’s first nature protection area, or in the historic city centre of 
Debrecen. The rooms are equipped with bathroom, air-conditioning, refrigerator, television 
set and internet access. Some of the hotels lie in the area or in the neighbourhood of the 
Wellness and Spa Centre, where a thermal spa, indoor swimming pools, outdoor pools and a 
Mediterranean aqua park are available for visitors to enjoy. 
(All prices are current as of 2014.) 

 
 

1. Hotel Divinus  
Category: *****  Wellness and 
Conference Hotel 
H-4032 Debrecen, Nagyerdei körút 1 
www.hoteldivinus.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 
10 minute walking distance and can be 
reached within 5 minutes by tram. 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Superior Single room 114 € 
Superior Double room 131 € 
Deluxe Single room 144 € 
Deluxe Double room 161 € 

 
 
 
2. Hotel Lycium 
Category: **** Business and Conference Hotel 
H-4026, Debrecen, Hunyadi u. 1-3. 
www.hotellycium.hu 

The premises of the congress are within a 30 
minute walking distance and can be reached 
within 15 minutes by tram. 
  

 Prices/room/night 
Double room 125 € 
Double room for single use  107€ 
Suite for 1 person  136 € 
Suite for 2 people  151 € 
Suite for 3 people  158 € 
Suite for 4 people  184 € 
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3. Aquaticum Termál és Wellness Hotel 
Category: **** Wellness Hotel 
H–4032 Debrecen, Nagyerdei park 1. 
www.aquaticum.hu 

The premises of the congress are within a 
10 minute walking distance and can be 
reached within 5 minutes by tram. 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Double room 165 € 
Single room 120 € 
Junior suite for 1 person 160 € 
Junior suite for 2 persons 205 € 

 
 
 
 
4. Hotel Óbester 
Category: ****  
4026 Debrecen, Péterfia u. 49. 
www.hotelobester.hu 

The premises of the congress are within a 20 
minute walking distance and can be reached 
within 10 minutes by tram. 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Single room 74 € 
Double room 89 € 
Suite for 4 persons 142 € 

 
 
 
5. Hunguest Hotel Nagyerdő  
Category: *** Thermal Hotel 
H–4032 Debrecen, Pallagi út 5. 
www.hunguesthotels.hu/hu/hotel/debrecen/h
unguest_hotel_nagyerdo 

The premises of the congress are within a 10 
minute walking distance and can be reached 
within 5 minutes by tram. 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Single room 75 € 
Double room 103 € 
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II. Student hostels 

 
In the area of the campus of the University of Debrecen visitors may rent single, double and 
triple bedrooms and suites. The rooms are equipped with bathroom, refrigerator, television set 
and internet access. Upon request the student hostels provide breakfast and main meals at a 
price of € 4.00 to 6.00. 
 
 
 
1. Auguszta Hotel and Student Hostel 
(member of the College Hostels) 
Category: *** 
H–4032  Debrecen, Móricz Zs. krt. 22. 
www.augusztahotel.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 
10 minute walking distance.  
 

 Prices/room or suite/night 
Single room 34 € 
Double room 44 € 
2-room suite 50 € 
3-room suite 54€ 

 
 
 
 
2. Campus Hotel (member of the 
College Hostels) 
Category: Student Hostel, outside of the 
academic year, it functions as a three-star 
hotel. 
H–4025 Debrecen, Kassai u. 34-36. 
www.campushotel.hu 

The premises of the congress are within a 
10 minute walking.  

 Prices/room or suite/night 
Single room 41 € 
Double room 43 € 
Suite for 2 persons 58 € 
Suite for 3 persons 63 € 
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3. OEC West Hostel 
H–4032 Debrecen, Nagyerdei krt. 98.           
www.westhostel.hu 

 
The premises of the congress are within a 5 
minute walking distance. 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Single apartment 34 € 
Double bed apartment 45 € 

 
 
 
 
 
4. University of Debrecen – Lajos Kossuth La-
jos Student Hostels 
H–4031 Debrecen Egyetem Tér 1.   
http://www.kossuthkollegiumok.hu   
 
The premises of the congress are within a 3 
minute walking distance. 
 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Single room 27 € 
Double room 31 € 
Triple room 33 € 
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III. Guest Houses 
 
The guest houses in the town centre of Debrecen, near the Main Square, and in the heart of 
the Great Forest await visitors with cosy atmosphere and pleasant environment. Rooms are 
equipped with bathroom, refrigerator, television set and internet access. In the mornings, upon 
request, buffet breakfast is served at a price of € 4.00. 
A tourist tax of € 1.00/person/day applies to visitors above the age of 18. 
 
1. Belvárosi Panzió       
H–4025 Debrecen, Bajcsy-Zsilinszky u. 60.              
www.belvarosipanzio.hu              
The premises of the congress are within a 30 minute 
walking distance and can be reached within 15 
minutes by tram. 
  

 Prices/room/night 
Single room 28 € 
Double room 36 € 
Triple room 45 € 
Suite for 4 persons 50 € 

 
 
2. Korona Panzió  
H–4026 Debrecen, Péterfia u. 54. 
www.koronapanziodebrecen.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 20 minute 
walking distance and can be reached within 10 
minutes by tram. 

 Prices/room/night 
Single room 27 € 
Double room 32 € 
Triple room 37 € 

 
 
3. Némethy Panzió 
H–4026 Debrecen, Péterfia u. 50. 
www.nemethypanzio.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 20 minute 
walking distance and can be reached within 10 
minutes by tram. 
 
 Prices/room/night 
Single room 30 € 
Double room 38 € 
Triple room 52 € 
Suite for 4 persons 61 € 
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4. Péterfia Panzió       
H–4026 Debrecen, Péterfia u. 37/b. 
www.peterfiapanzio.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 20 minute 
walking distance and can be reached within 10 
minutes by tram. 
 

 Prices/room/night 
Single room 28 € 
Double room 32 € 
Triple room 37 € 
Suite for 4 persons 53 € 

 
 
 
5. Zsuzsanna Vendégház      
H–4026 Debrecen, Péterfia utca 34.  
www.zsuzsannapanzio.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 20 minute 
walking distance and can be reached within 10 
minutes by tram.  
 Prices/room/night 
Double room 30–60 € 
Suite for 4 persons 47–67 € 

 
 
 
Nádix Panzió  
H–4032 Debrecen, Bessenyei u. 6.  
www.nadixpanzio.hu 
The premises of the congress are within a 5 minute 
walking distance. 
 

 Prices/room/night 
Single room 27–31 € 
Double room 37–48 € 
Triple room 48–55 € 
Suite for 4 persons 55 € 
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Transport 
Budapest–Debrecen by means of public transport 

 
Guests arriving at Budapest Ferenc Liszt International Airport (former Budapest Ferihegy 
International Airport) can reach Debrecen by means of public transport in the following ways: 
 

The terminus of the blue underground line called Kőbánya-Kispest can be reached 
with buses number 93 and 200E operated by BKV (Budapest Public Transport 
Company).  
Travel time: ca. 25 minutes. 
 

Transport fares: 

 Full-price fare in HUF Full-price fare in EUR 
(approx.) 

Single ticket 350 Ft 1,2 € 

Single ticket purchased 
on the spot 

450 Ft 1,5 € 

 
A stop of the railway is right next to Terminal 1 of the airport. All passenger trains 
departing from Nyugati Pályaudvar (Western Railway Station) and passing by the 
airport stop there.  
Distance: 206 km 
Travel time of InterCity trains: 2 hours 10 minutes 
 

Transport fares: 
 Full-price fare 

in HUF 
Full-price 

fare in EUR 
(approx.) 

InterCity (first class)  5235 Ft 17,5 € 

InterCity (second class) 4315Ft 14,4 € 
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Driving to Debrecen by car 
 
From the direction Budapest–Debrecen: 

on Motorways M3 and M35 
Distance: 230,7 km 
Travel time: ca. 2 hours 10 minutes 
Motorway toll: 
 

Weekly ticket 2975 Ft 10 € 
 

 
 
 

From the direction of Romania: main roads number 471, 48 and 47 can be used.  
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Local transport network 
 

In Debrecen DKV Zrt. provides public transport services, operating 1 tram line, 5 trolleybus 
and 63 bus lines. 
The only tram line of Debrecen commutes on the route Nagyállomás (Main Railway Station)–
Egyetem (University)–Nagyállomás (Main Railway Station) stopping by the most important 
hotspots of the city centre. Several accommodation and dining facilities are located along the 
tram line. 
 
Tram no. 1: 
The tram line connects the university with the town centre and the Main Railway Station. 
Travel time: 30-40 minutes 
Vehicles depart every 6 to 8 minutes. 
 
 

Fares applicable in 2014: 
Ticket prices: 

(valid on the tram, bus and trolleybus lines) 
 Full-price fare 

in HUF 
Full-price 

fare in EUR 
pre-purchased single ticket 300 Ft 1 € 

single ticket purchased from the driver 400 Ft 1,3 € 
1 day ticket 1200 Ft 4 € 
3 day ticket 2400 Ft 8 € 
7 day ticket 3100 Ft 10,1 € 
family ticket 2600 Ft 7 € 

block of tickets (contains 11 single tickets) 3000 Ft 10 € 
group ticket 500 Ft/person 1,7 € 
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Excursions 
(All prices are current as of 2014.) 

 
1. Cultural and relaxation visit – One-day excursion: Eger–Szilvásvárad 

 
Distance: 
Debrecen–Eger: 142 km (1 hour 50 minutes) 
Eger–Szilvásvárad: 28 km (35 minutes) 
 
Costs:  
63 €/person (ca. 19 000 Ft) 
 
The excursion will cover two areas: on the one hand, the town of Eger, which is the second 
largest settlement of Northern Hungary and one of its most beautiful historic towns. The 
significant educational and cultural centre has several world-famous museums and 
monuments, among them the classical basilica and the Castle of Eger. The largest wine 
producing area of Eger counts 200 cellars concentrated in the Szépasszony Valley. The other 
highlight of the route is Szilvásvárad located in a picturesque environment.  
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2. Cultural visit – One-day excursion: Hortobágy 

Distance: 
Debrecen–Hortobágy: 40 km (45 minutes) 
 
Costs: 
57 €/person (ca. 17 000 Ft) 
 
Hortobágy, listed as a cultural and natural world heritage site, is the largest flat grassland of 
Central Europe. Due to its special history, invaluable fauna and flora as well as its unique 
traditions of folk culture, the landscape bears typical Hungarian features. The natural and 
cultural treasures of the region, along with an insight into the tradition of animal breeding on 
the Great Hungarian Plain will make a visit to the Puszta a truly unforgettable experience. 
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3. Relaxation visit – One-day excursion: Tokaj–Tarcal 
Distance: 
Debrecen–Tokaj: 80 km (1 hour 20 minutes) 
Tokaj–Tarcal: 8 km (10 minutes) 
Costs: 
60 €/person (ca. 18 000 Ft) 
 
The historic wine-growing area of Tokaj-Hegyalja has been considered one of the world’s 
very first wine region ever since 1737. It is situated in the North-Eastern part of Hungary, at 
the South–South-Eastern foot of the Zemplén mountain range. It covers an area of 
6,202 hectares. In 2002 UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee identified it as a cultural 
landscape and included it in the list of world heritage sites. The town of Tokaj, the symbol 
and one of the centres of the wine region, has also become a symbol of the whole of Hungary. 
The town has preserved its centuries-long wine-producing tradition, its exquisite architectural 
heritage and local traditions.  
Programme of the excursion: 
– Tokaj 

– guided sightseeing trip 
– guided boat trip on the River Bodrog, or canoe tour on the Bodrog with a professional 

guide, visit to the Bodrog-zug nature protection area 
– cellar-tour and visit to the vineyard of Benkő Wine House 

– Tarcal 
– wine tasting and dinner at the Andrássy Mansion 
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4. Cultural visit – One-day excursion: Szentendre–Visegrád–Dunakanyar 

 
Distance: 
Debrecen–Szentendre: 234 km (3 hours) 
Szentendre–Visegrád: 22 km (28 minutes) 
 
Costs: 
67 €/person (ca.20 000 Ft) 

The excursion covers two areas: the first destination is the town of Szentendre lying in a 
magnificent natural environment at the gates of the Danube Bend. The settlement fascinates 
visitors above all with its artistic and cultural life. The other major highlight of the route is Vi-
segrád, one of Hungary’s oldest and smallest towns. Visegrád, the pearl of the Danube Bend, 
is internationally known for its natural beauty and its Rennaissance monuments.  
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5. Active rest after the congress – 3-day excursion: Tihany–Veszprém–Pannonhalma–

Győr 
 
 

Distance: 
Debrecen–Tihany: 353 km (4 hours 20 minutes) 
Tihany–Veszprém: 25 km (33 minutes) 
Tihany–Pannonhalma: 85 km (1 hour 35 minutes) 
Tihany–Győr: 103 km (1 hour 55 minutes) 
 
Accommodation and other costs: 
227 €/person (ca.  68 000 Ft) 

Lake Balaton, also known by the name “the Hungarian Sea”, is not only a perfect destination 
for bathing but it also offers numerous sights worth visiting. The excursion centres on Tihany, 
one of Hungary’s settlements with the most attractive location. The peninsula of Tihany 
belongs to Hungary’s most dearly cherished national treasures due to its unique geographic 
location, the special features of its emergence, the contemporary form of its landscape, its 
geologic and historic monuments as well as its rare plants and animal species. The charter of 
the foundation of the Benedictine Abbey of Tihany, preserved from the year 1055, is our 
oldest authentic linguistic relic, which bears extraordinary significance also from an 
onomastic and linguistic-historical point of view. The excursion includes a visit to Veszprém, 
the first episcopal seat of Hungary and a significant educational and cultural centre. The next 
stop is Pannonhalma, the Benedictine abbey that has functioned as a centre of religious life 
and art history. The last station of the trip is Győr, Hungary’s third richest town in monuments 
which, thanks to the reconstruction of its Baroque inner town, was awarded the Europe Prize 
for monument protection. 
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6. Active rest after the congress – 3-day excursion: Kolozsvár–Torda–Tordai-hasadék– 
Torockó–Torockószentgyörgy–Nagyenyed (Cluj-Napoca–Turda– 

Cheile Turzii–Rimetea–Colteşti–Aiud) 
 
Distance: 
Debrecen–Kolozsvár: 220 km (3 hours 10 minutes) 
Kolozsvár–Torda: 32 km (40 minutes) 
Kolozsvár–Tordai-hasadék: 40 km (50 minutes) 
Kolozsvár–Torockó (Torockószentgyörgy): 60 km (70 minutes) 
Kolozsvár–Nagyenyed: 70 km (80 minutes) 
 
Accommodation and other costs: 
210 €/person (ca. 63 000 Ft) 
 
Kolozsvár (Cluj) is the historic centre and most significant town of Transylvania (in 
Romania). Its main sights are the abbey of Kolozsmonostor, the Gothic-style Saint Michael 
Church, the equestrian statue of King Matthias, the Bánffy Palace erected between 1774 and 
1775, the bastion of the medieval fortress (“the Taylors’ Bastion”), the botanical garden and 
the 450-year-old Reformed College. The next destination is Torda (Turda), with the old 
Reformed church, its salt mine and the Museum of the Salt Mine, the salt-water bath that 
emerged on the site of the ancient Roman salt mines, and the zoo. In the vicinity of Torda one 
can visit the 3 km long straits (Tordai-hasadék) and its highest rock called Patkós-kő 
(Horseshoe Rock, 764 m). The next settlement, Torockó (Rimetea) is famous for its iron ore 
mines, its construction style, folk costumes and embroideries, characteristic burial rites, as 
well as its museum of ethnography established in 1952, and the 1130 m high rock 
Székelykő. The major attraction of Torockószentgyörgy (Colteşti) are the ruins of the 13th 
century castle. The town of Nagyenyed (Aiud) is internationally noted, on the one hand, for 
its Reformed College founded by Gábor Bethlen (1662), and on the other, for its Museum of 
Natural Sciences with its collection of manuscripts and celebrated library. 
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7. Cultural visit after the congress – 3-day excursion: Kassa–Bártfa–Bártfafürdő–
Eperjes–Krasznahorka–Krasznahorkaváralja–Rozsnyó–Betlér–Lőcse  

(Košice–Bardejov–Bardejovské Kúpele–Prešov–Krásna Hôrka– 
Krásnohorské Podhradie–Rožňava–Betliar–Levoča) 

 
 
Distance: 
Debrecen–Kassa: 168 km (3 hours) 
Kassa–Bártfa: 77 km (1 hour 15 minutes) (Bártfa–Bártfafürdő: 4 km) 
Kassa–Eperjes: 37 km (30 minutes) 
Kassa–Krasznahorka (Krasznahorkaváralja): 70 km (1 hour) 
Kassa–Rozsnyó: 70 km (1 hour) 
Kassa–Betlér: 80 km (1 hour 20 minutes) 
Kassa–Lőcse: 80 km (1 hour 20 minutes) 
 
Accommodation and other costs: 
216 €/person (ca. 65 000 Ft) 
 
During the 3-day excursion one can get acquainted with the most important historic and 
cultural monuments of Upper Hungary (now Slovakia). The inner town of Kassa (Košice), the 
settlement on the river Hernád has several churches: the impressive Saint Elisabeth Basilica, 
as well as the churches and monasteries of the medieval religious orders (Premonstratensians, 
Franciscans, Dominicans). In Bártfa (Bardejov) the 16th century Town Hall and the Saint 
Aegidius Church are worth a visit. Near the settlement lies the spa of Bártfafürdő 
(Bardejovské kúpele), noted for its mineral water springs and its open air museum of 
ethnography (skanzen). Eperjes (Prešov) attracts visitors mainly with its late-Gothic Saint 
Nicolas Church, also known for its saint’s day parades. The medieval fortress of 
Krasznahorka (Krásna Hôrka) used to be the seat of the Andrássy family, while their castle in 
Betlér (Betliar) can be visited. Rozsnyó (Rožňava) is famous for its cathedral church of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary, and the nearby Magdalena Spring. The altars of Saint Jacob’s 
Church are masterpieces of medieval wood carving. The Mary Mountain above the town was 
already a place of pilgrimage in the early 13th century. 
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Other important information 
 

Weather in Hungary 
 

Summers in Hungary are warm, sometimes very hot and dry. 
July and August are the hottest months of the year (average temperature 26°C). 
 
 

Hungarian Currency 
 
Although Hungary is part of the European Union, the Euro as its currency is not used. The 
Hungarian currency is the Forint (Ft, HUF). Prices, such as hotel rates, sightseeing tours, etc. 
are often quoted in Euros. Some supermarkets accept Euros. 
ATMs are easy to find in Debrecen, and there are many options for exchanging cash. Most 
often, currency exchange kiosks located in tourist areas or shopping malls offer the best 
exchange rates. Currency exchange is also available at banks at a surcharge. Many 
international banks have branches in Hungary. 
The Exclusive chain of foreign exchange companies offers locations in Debrecen. 
People can use the American Express, Cirrus, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa Card. Credit 
and debit cards can be used to withdraw cash from ATMs, which are established all over the 
city. 
 



net amount VAT gross amount tax total

Coffee break 6 times 1200 HUF/3 €/person
300000 81000 381000 194958 575958

Opening reception 6000 HUF/20 €/person 1 500 000 405 000 1 905 000 974 789 2 879 789 

1 800 000 486 000 2 286 000 1 169 746 3 455 746 € 11 147

13 823 € 45

net amount VAT gross amount tax total

Banquet  8000 HUF/26 €/person 2 000 000 540 000 2 540 000 1 299 718 3 839 718 

15 359 € 50

net amount VAT gross amount tax total

IGNIS Hall  Presentation of Books  120 000 32 400 152 400 0 152 400 

    152 400 € 492

610 € 2

net amount VAT gross amount tax total

300 000 81 000 381 000 0 381 000 

500 000 135 000 635 000 0 635 000 

100 000 27 000 127 000 0 127 000 

2 500 000 675 000 3 175 000 0 3 175 000 

3 400 000 918 000 4 318 000 0 4 318 000 € 13 929

17 272 € 56

11 765 864 Ft € 37 954

47 064 Ft € 153

INCOMINGS
€ 100/person an the average altogether € 25 000

altogether

Press costs (Congress Proceedings)

expenses for one person

Other expenses  

altogether

Web page

Conference package for 250 participants, leaflets, posters, other press costs

EXPENSES FOR ONE PERSON

expenses for one person

ALLTOGETHER

Invoices for 250 participants

International Congress of Onomastic Sciences 2017. (Calculation for 250 participants)

NAGYERDEI RESTAURANT

altogether

 

Divinus Hotel  

expenses for one person

Banquet  

expenses for one person


