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The royal city of Krakow
Krakow is the second largest and one of the oldest cities
in Poland, situated on the Vistula River in the Lesser Poland region.
Krakow has traditionally been one of the leading centres of Polish
academic, cultural, and artistic life. For many centuries it was the
royal capital of Poland, until Sigismund III Vasa relocated the court
to Warsaw in 1596. The city has grown from a Stone Age
settlement to Poland’s second most important city. It began as a
hamlet on the Wawel Hill and was already being reported as a busy
trading centre of Slavonic Europe in 965. With the establishment
of new universities and cultural venues at the emergence of the Second Polish Republic in 1918
and throughout the 20th century, Krakow reaffirmed its role as a major national academic and
artistic centre. The city has a population of approximately 760,000.
Krakow is one of Europe’s most beautiful cities, as well as one of the most unique
travel destinations in the world. Its extensive cultural heritage across the epochs of Gothic,
Renaissance and Baroque architecture includes the Wawel
Cathedral and the Royal Castle on the banks of the Vistula
river, the St. Mary’s Basilica, Saints Peter and Paul’s
Church and the largest medieval market square in Europe.
Its dimensions are 200 by 200 metres. Its size and authentic
architectural and city-planning layout, preserved to this
day, make it a unique place in the world. The Main Market Square and the network of streets
that make up the Old City were set out in 1257 when the city was founded upon the Magdeburg
Law. Located in the centre of the Square are: the Cloth Hall (a
former and present place of trade, and, for over one hundred
years the main seat and currently one of the branches of the
National Museum in Krakow), the small church of St. Adalbert
(a place of important archaeological discoveries), the lone tower
of the town hall, which was demolished in the 19th century, and
St. Mary’s Church with its spired towers, preserved to this day.
St. Mary’s Church features the lifetime work of the Nuremberg
master Veit Stoss – a monumental altar that attracts thousands
of tourists daily. Almost all townhouses and palaces around the
Main Market Square are buildings of several hundred years’ age. The Historical Museum of the
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City of Krakow and the International Cultural Centre are located here, as well as booksellers
and shops, restaurants and cafés.
The Old Town is bisected by the Royal Road, the coronation route traversed by the
Kings of Poland. The Route begins at St. Florian’s Church outside the northern flank of the old
city-walls in the medieval suburb of Kleparz; it passes the
Barbican of Krakow built in 1499, and enters the Old
Town through the Brama Floriańska. It leads down
ul. Floriańska through the Main Square, and up
ul. Grodzka to Wawel, the former seat of Polish royalty.
The famous Wawel Hill can be reached by the short and
narrow ul. Kanonicza. This is one of the most important,
oldest, and most beautiful streets in the city. Its authentic
and vibrant appearance has remained unchanged through the centuries.
The Wawel Hill and the Wawel
Royal Castle (built at the behest of King
Casimir III the Great, who reigned from 1333
to 1370) constitute the most historically and
culturally important site in Poland. For
centuries the residence of the kings of Poland
and the symbol of Polish statehood, the Castle
is now one of the country’s most illustrious art museums. During the early 16th century King
Sigismund I the Old and his wife brought in the best native and foreign artists including Italian
architects, sculptors, and German decorators, to
refurbish the castle into a splendid Renaissance
palace. It soon became a paragon of stately residence
in Central and Eastern Europe and served widely as
a model throughout the region. The Wawel
Cathedral is a Roman Catholic church located on
the Wawel Hill. More than 900 years old, it is
a Polish national sanctuary and traditionally has
served as coronation site of the Polish monarchs as
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well as the Cathedral of the Archdiocese of Krakow. Karol
Wojtyła, who in 1978 became Pope John Paul II. The day after
his ordination to priesthood, he offered his first Mass as a priest
in the Crypt of the Cathedral on 2 November 1946, and was
ordained Krakow’s auxiliary bishop in the Cathedral on 28
September 1958. The Wawel Cathedral has been the main burial
site for Polish monarchs since the 14th century. The crypt
beneath the Wawel Cathedral holds the tombs of Polish kings,
national heroes, generals and revolutionaries.
The district south of the Old Town, called Kazimierz, has been the centre of Jewish
life in Krakow for over 500 years, before it was systematically destroyed during World War II.
Rediscovered in the 1990s, thanks to the fall of the regime
and worldwide exposure through the lens of Steven
Spielberg, Kazimierz has rebounded and is today
Krakow’s most exciting district – a bustling, bohemian
neighbourhood packed with historical sites, atmospheric
cafés and art galleries. Well-known for its associations
with Schindler and Spielberg, traces of Kazimierz’s
Jewish history have not only survived, but literally
abound in the form of the numerous synagogues and
Jewish cemeteries found in the district. In fact, no other place in Europe conveys a sense of prewar Jewish culture of the continent better than Kazimierz. Each summer since 1988 the
massively popular Jewish Culture Festival has filled Kazimierz’s streets and cafés with music,
educating Krakow’s residents and guests about the city’s pre-war Jewish history and celebrating
modern Jewish culture.
In 1949, the communist government
decided to establish a metallurgical plant and
a new town within the fertile areas of the nearby
villages of Pleszowa and Mogiła. Nowa Huta
was meant to be the showcase of Poland to the
world, and its clear urban layout and socialrealist architecture relied upon models of local
Renaissance and Baroque architecture, as well
as the American concept of the so-called
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‘neighbour unit’. Nowa Huta was established in an area of over 30 locations which used to exist
here previously. Their cultural heritage has been largely preserved, and there are manor houses,
rural buildings, places of worship and necropolises.
Today, Krakow is the most culturally active
city in Poland. It is the international showcase of
Polish historical heritage, also famous as an example
of successful investments, such as the new museums
which have been opened in recent years, new stadiums
and those currently under construction, the Congress
Centre and the sports hall. This impetus goes hand in
hand with the development of cultural life; in recent
years, Krakow’s festivals have become internationally
recognised. “Misteria Paschalia” and “Opera Rara,”
“Sacrum Profanum,” and the “Festival of Polish Music,” the “Selector Festival” and
“Unsound,” a musical journey from Baroque to the 21st century, are very impressive and attract
audiences of several thousand. Krakow, the city of writers, hosts the largest Book Fair in the
country, along with literary festivals, such as the Czesław Miłosz Festival and the Joseph
Conrad Festival.
Krakow, which has long been the centre of the Polish state, is also the heart of Polish
Christianity. The lives of a large number of saints and blesseds were related to the city (among
others St. Stanislaus of Szczepanów and Queen Jadwiga). It is in the climate of this city that the
personality of Karol Wojtyła, later Pope John Paul
II, canonised on April 27th, 2014, was shaped. He
would always return here and meet with millions
of Poles. One of the largest pilgrimage centres in
this part of Europe, the sanctuary in Łagiewniki
(world centre of worship of Divine Mercy and
a memorial to Sister Faustina) is located in
Krakow, 15 minutes by tram from the city centre.
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Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences (IJP
PAN)

The Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences (IJP PAN) is
the only scientific research facility in Poland, studying the Polish language in all its aspects and
variations. Studies on the Polish language conducted here include in particular: grammatical
structure and history of the Polish language, dialectology, onomastics, sociolinguistics, theory
and methodology of linguistics, lexicography, corpus linguistics, and relations of the Polish
language to other Slavic languages and Latin.
As an institution of the Polish
Academy of Sciences, the Institute of the Polish
Language was established in Krakow on
October 1, 1973. It was joined by Polish
linguists dealing with dialectology, onomastics,
history and descriptive grammar of the Polish
language,

new

Polish

vocabulary,

and

phenomena related to the development of
contemporary Polish. They were scientists from
Polish linguistics units, already existing within
the Academy, namely the Department of the
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Polish Language from Krakow, Department of Linguistics from Warsaw and Applied
Linguistics Section from Poznań.
During the first years of its activity, the Institute included the following departments and
sections:
1. Contemporary Polish Language Department:
o

Grammar of Contemporary Polish Section,

o

Comparative Grammar Section (in Poznań),

o

Dictionary of Polish Verbs Section (in Sosnowiec);

2. Polish Language History Department:
o

Old Polish Language Section,

o

Historical Syntax Section;

3. Polish Dialectology Department;
4. Polish Onomastics Department:
o

Anthroponymic Section,

o

Toponymic Section;

5. Linguistics Department (in Warsaw):
o

Slavic Linguistic Atlas (SLA) Section,

o

History of the 17th and 18th Century Polish Language Section,

o

Mazovian Dialectology Section;

o

“Language Observatory” Section;

o

Research on Speech Mechanisms Section.
Over time, the Institute’s organisational
structure has changed along with the research
development and the specificity of further projects
carried out by its employees. Today, five departments
including ten sections run within its structure, as well
as four independent sections. With the exception of
the Department of Linguistics and its three sections
located in the capital, all the research institutions are
based in Krakow in the building at al. Mickiewicza 31,
which was delegated for the use of the Institute in
2000; the administration is also located here.
The post of the head of the Institute had been

respectively filled by: Prof. Stanisław Urbańczyk (1973–1979), Prof. Władysław Lubaś
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(between 1979–1991) followed by Prof. Kazimierz Rymut (1992–2002), Prof. Ireneusz
Bobrowski (2002–2008) and Prof. Piotr Żmigrodzki (2008-2016). Since September 2016,
this post has been held by Prof. Maciej Eder.
At the Institute, complex tasks important for Polish culture and science are carried out,
which could not be done in a different way than involving large teams of researchers engaged
in their work for many years. Such detailed and time-consuming studies would not have been
undertaken by the academic institutions. In addition, employees of the Institute are involved in
projects of international scope, such as the Slavic Linguistic Atlas (SLA) and the Linguistic
Atlas of Europe (ALE).
Multi-volume dictionaries of the Polish language and its dialects, linguistic atlases,
edition and publication of source material, and numerous monographs, published both in printed
and electronic versions, result from the activities of individual teams. The Institute can boast of
an on-line edition of the Comprehensive Dictionary of the Polish Language (Wielki Słownik
Języka Polskiego), which is constantly being expanded. Moreover, the work on the on-line
Dictionary of the 17th and 1st half of the 18th Century Polish Language (Słownik języka
polskiego XVII i 1. połowy XVIII wieku) is in progress. An on-line version of the so-called
Dictionary of Vilnius (Słownik wileński), completed at the Institute, is also available. Released
on DVD, the Polish Medieval Written Monuments Library (Biblioteka zabytków polskiego
piśmiennictwa średniowiecznego), containing the most important texts in Polish up to 1500,
should also be included among the most important publications.
Many current and former employees of the Institute belong to prestigious scientific
associations such as: the Polish Linguistic Society, the Polish Academy of Learning, the
Societas Linguistica Europaea, the International Council of Onomastic Sciences, the
Royal Scientific Society in Gothenburg, the International Society for Dialectology &
Geolinguistics. Many professors are involved in editorial boards of scientific journals or edit
them. One should mention such titles as: Język Polski, Onomastica, Onomastica
Slavogermanica, Polonica, Socjolingwistyka, Studies in Polish Linguistics, Russkij Jazyk.
Moreover, the Institute of the Polish Language runs doctoral studies and the publishing
activity of numerous scientific publications. The Institute’s publication series are: Prace
Instytutu Języka Polskiego PAN, Studia dialektologiczne, Studia gramatyczne, Studia
historyczno-językowe, Nowe studia leksykograficzne, and Polskie słownictwo kresowe. The
following periodicals are constantly being published: Polonica, Socjolingwistyka and Studies
in Polish Linguistics. The Onomastica periodical is published in co-edition with the Linguistic
Committee at the Polish Academy of Sciences.
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Jagiellonian University
Krakow is home to the Jagiellonian University,
one of the oldest universities in the world and traditionally
Poland’s most reputable institution of higher learning.
Founded in 1364 by Casimir III the Great, the Jagiellonian
University is the oldest university in Poland and the second
oldest university in Central Europe. Notable alumni
include, among others, mathematician and astronomer
Nicolaus Copernicus, Polish king John III Sobieski, pope
John Paul II, and Nobel laureates Ivo Andrić and Wisława Szymborska. The university
consists of fifteen faculties – including the humanities, law, the natural and social sciences,
and medicine. The university employs roughly 4,000 academics, and has more than 40,000
students who study in some 80 disciplines.

Faculty of Polish Studies of the Jagiellonian University
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The
Philology

Faculty
at

the

of

Polish

Jagiellonian

University was established on the
basis of the resolution of the Senate of
the

Jagiellonian

University

of

22 December 2004 and of the Rector
of the Jagiellonian University, of
27 December 2004. The basis of the
resolution accepted then was the
exclusion of the Institute of Polish Studies of the internal organizational structure of the Faculty
of Philology of the Jagiellonian University, and its transformation into the Faculty of Polish
Studies at the Jagiellonian University. The new Faculty began independent work on
1 September 2005. The Faculty of Polish Studies at the Jagiellonian University consists of
17 departments, the Centre for Polish Language and Culture in the World (with the School of
Polish Language and Culture), Centre for Advanced Studies in the Humanities, Research Centre
of the Polish Bibliography of the Estreichers, Centre for Documentation and Studies of the
Works of Joseph Conrad, and numerous workshops.
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Onomastics in Krakow
The tradition of onomastic research in Poland is more
than a hundred years long. The works and initiatives of great
Polish onomasticians have enabled the Institute of the Polish
Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences to conduct such
research in Kraków for more than 70 years. Witold Taszycki,
considered one of the forerunners of Polish onomastics, has
created an onomastic section, first at the Polish Academy of
Learning, and later at the Polish Academy of Sciences. When
the Institute of the Polish Language was created, the section was
incorporated into its structure as one of the two subdivisions of
the Polish Onomastics Department, the other being the Toponymy Section, recently started by
Kazimierz Rymut. Following the organizational reform in 2015, both were integrated into the
Department of Onomastics.
The basic topics of research conducted at the Department of Onomastics are personal
names, local names, and water-related names.
The Insitute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences is the institution
where the most significant lexicographical projects related to personal names of the Old Polish
and Middle Polish periods were created and finalized.
1.

Works on the monumental Słownik staropolskich

nazw osobowych (Dictionary of Old Polish Personal
Names; further: SSNO), started by Witold Taszycki during
his residence in Lwów, and were finished here. The
dictionary was in print since 1967, edited by W. Taszycki,
and after his death in 1979 it continued with Maria Malec
as editor, who managed the finishing works on the basic
part of the dictionary (tome VI, 1983), as well as the later
additions: the supplement (1987) and reverse order index
(1993).
2.

Słownik

staropolskich

etymologiczno-motywacyjny
nazw

osobowych

(Etymological-

Motivational Dictionary of Old Polish Personal Names;
further: SEMot). This dictionary contains etymological explanations of SSNO names,
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edited under the supervision of Prof. M. Malec, Prof. A. Cieślikowa, and Prof. K.
Rymut, and published in the years 1995–2000.
3. Antroponimia Polski od XVI do XVIII wieku.

Wybór artykułów hasłowych oraz wykazy
nazwisk z chronologią i geografią (Polish
Anthroponymy of the XVI–XVIII Centuries.
Chosen Entries and Name Lists with Chronology
and Geography; further: Antroponimia), edited by
A. Cieślikowa, K. Skowronek, and H. Górny. Its
six volumes are comprised of chosen (because of
the richness of the material) entries, concentrating
on the tendency for stabilization of names, their
functioning within families, and heredity. Social
status of people bearing given names, the
language motivations, and geography of the
names are also discussed. Apart from entries, the Antroponimia also contains
alphabetical lists of names along with chronological and geographical information.
4. Research on personal names has also resulted in individual publications. These include

already created or planned dictionaries of personal names, utilizing digital tools, such
as K. Rymut’s Słownik nazwisk współcześnie w Polsce używanych (Dictionary of
Surnames Currently Used in Poland; 1992–1994) and Słownik imion współcześnie
w Polsce używanych (Dictionary of Given Names Currently Used in Poland; 1995), as
well as Nazwiska Polaków. Słownik historyczno-etymologiczny (Names of the Poles.
Historical-Etymological Dictionary; 1999, 2000).
Currently our Department is working on the NPRH grant Najczęstsze nazwiska w
Polsce – współczesność i historia. Słownik elektroniczny (The Most Frequent Names in Poland
– The Present and History. Electronic Dictionary), directed by Katarzyna Skowronek. The grant
was planned in a way which would allow us to amass comprehensive historical material related
to particular names, as well as added linguistic commentary and geographical data concerning
the occurrences of names in Poland and abroad. This way, the names described can be integrated
into an European name base in the future.
Relations between personal names and toponyms are explored within the recent grant
Imiona jako podstawy nazw geograficznych Polski (Names as Bases of Polish Geographical
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Names), directed by Halszka Górny. We hope this grant
allows us to answer questions concerning the scope and size
of the name base contained within toponymic structures, their
geographical spread, chronological relations, and the
influence of cultural, ideological, and religious trends on the
creation of place names.
Work on the latter topic would not be possible
without a previous study of place names in Poland. The
dictionary “Nazwy miejscowe Polski. Historia. Pochodzenie.
Zmiany” (Place Names of Poland. History. Origins. Changes), edited by the team directed by
Kazimierz Rymut, is being published since 1996.
It contains entries related to settlements functioning as independent administrative
units and contains a choice of records ranging from the oldest available to modern ones, as well
as exact locations, etymology, and explanations of changes which have occurred. The
publication of this dictionary has met with high
acclaim in Poland and abroad, since in Europe the
only countries with oikonymy described in works of
similar scope are Czechia and England.
The Hydronymia Europaea series is also
connected to the Department of Onomastics the
Institute of the Polish Language. It comprises 20
tomes edited in German, which contain the data
related to hydronyms in the basins of Polish rivers.
With its documentation supplemented, it became the
basis of the Elektroniczny słownik hydronimów
Polski (Electronic Dictionary of Polish Hydronyms,
eshp.ijp.pan.pl) created within a NPRH grant, which
is the first Polish electronic onomasticon. It has more
than 40 000 entries shared online in an easy access system comprising tools for simple and
advanced search queries.
As we now possess almost full historical data related to the subject, we can start
synthetic works. One of the first instances of such activity is the research project undertaken in
cooperation with our German colleagues, concerned with the hydronyms of Pomerania, for
which we are hoping to receive grant funding.
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It would be impossible to mention all the individual studies written by the researchers
working for the Department. Their works are very highly valued within Slavic onomastics (as
well as in other areas), and have become classics in their field. It is sufficient to mention the
names of Kazimierz Rymut, Aleksandra Cieślikowa, Maria Malec, Katarzyna Skowronek, and
Urszula Bijak. Polish onomastic research has always been appreciated, and we can quote the
opinion of Prof. Bogdan Walczak: “Undoubtedly the onomastic team of the Institute of the
Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Science has extensive and greatly valuable scientific
achievements, which secures it the leading place among Polish onomastic centres.”
Onomastica is the oldest Polish onomastic
journal. The periodical, an annual dedicated to
geographical and personal names, has been the first of
its kind to appear in any of the Slavic countries. It has
been published uninterruptedly since 1955. Through its
first editor, Witold Taszycki, the journal was linked to
the headquarters of the Department of Onomastics in
Kraków, and later on through its subsequent editors:
Kazimierz Rymut, Aleksandra Cieślikowa, and Barbara
Czopek-Kopciuch, directly with the Institute of the
Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences.
The subjects of theses presented there, authored by the
most distinguished researchers from Poland and abroad,
has always been greatly varied. Initially it concerned mainly geographical and personal names,
but for many years, because of the dynamic civilizational development, the range of topics has
been significantly expanded and has undergone further differentiation. The developments have
been reflected in the change of the journal’s subtitle (since issue LIX) to: Pismo poświęcone
teorii i interpretacji nazw własnych (Journal for theory and interpretation of proper names).
Apart from theses, the periodical also contains reviews and discussion of other significant
onomastic journals, as well as reviews of monographs bringing in new theories and source
material. Onomastica is valued not only in Poland, but also in many other Slavic countries,
which can be exemplified in the opinion of Prof. Rudolf Šrámek, who has called Onomastica
one of the most prominent onomastic journals of the world, which fulfils an integrating role in
all the Slavic onomastica.
The Department of Onomastics of the Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish
Academy of Sciences is experienced with the organization of international onomastic
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conferences. In 1978, along with the Jagiellonian University, it has been host to the participants
of the XIII International Congress of Onomastic Sciences. It has also organized the cyclical
Polish National and International Conference of Onomastics, most recently in September 2016,
with more than 100 papers presented.
The Institute of the Polish Language has always been closely tied to the Jagiellonian
University. The most notable onomastic researchers, institutionally connected to the Polish
Academy of Learning, and later on with the Polish Academy of Sciences and the Institute of
the Polish Language, have simultaneously been professors at the Jagiellonian University,
lecturing at the Philological Department. Currently the ties are maintained: Jagiellonian
University professors work closely with the Institute of the Polish Languages, and Institute
researchers are University’s lecturers; they also organize shared conferences and meetings.
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Onomastic in the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic in
Prague
The Institute of the Czech Language of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic, v. v. i., is a scientific institution conducting research on most different aspects of the
Czech language – synchronic and diachronic, literary and colloquial, spoken and written. The
efforts of the Institute result both in production of basic compendia on Czech aimed at the
general public (handbooks on rules of Czech orthography, dictionaries and popular literature),
and in specialized publications (books or articles); a large amount of information about Czech
can be retrieved also on its web-pages. The broadest Czech audience also profits from the
language consultation services of the Institute as well as from public lectures on most different
topics related to the Czech language. A particular attention is paid to the education of young
scientific generation, mainly by means of lecturing of members of the staff of the Institute at
universities and high schools.
The Department of Onomastics of the Institute is the only onomastic workplace in the
Czech Republic. Its main tasks are the study of theoretical aspects (linguistic and
extralinguistic) of the origin of proper names and of functioning proper names in
communication, the development of the methodology of the research of proper names with
regard to their interdisciplinary context, the analysis
of mutual relations bettween appellative and proprial
spheres of the language, the research of particular
kinds of proper names (especially toponyms,
anthroponyms and chrematonyms) and electronical
lexicographical processing of the Dictionary of
Minor Place-Names in Bohemia (Slovník pomístních
jmen v Čechách).
The dictionary deals with the material of
minor place-names, namely the names of plots,
terrain features, bodies of water, paths, statues,
village chapels and other such structures. These
names were collected in 1963–1980 and are unique
language material of inestimable significance not
only for the research on Czech and its appellative abilities but also serving as the source of
knowledge for other branches of science (archaeology, /regional/ history, ethnography, natural
sciences, etc.). The treatment of the minor place-names in the dictionary form is thus intended
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for the broad professional community as well as the laity, those interested in local history and
scholars in the area of national history and geography. On the international level, the Dictionary
of Minor Place-Names in Bohemia falls within a European-wide research trend and
lexicographical treatment of proper names but by its content is the first work of its kind. Its
conception builds on general lexicographic principles, adjusted to the character of the material
as well as the focus of the work on a wide spectrum of users. In the individual entry paragraphs,
the reader of the dictionary will find all records on minor place-names and data on their
geographical distribution, also an overview of the structures given these names, etymological
explanations, and an overview of morphologically related forms as well as references to other
homonymous place-names.
The department is involved in many important international activities, especially in
collaboration with the International Council of Onomastic Sciences (preparing international
onomastic terminology, creating onomastic bibliography). The department also closely
collaborates with Názvoslovná komise Českého úřadu zeměměřického a katastrálního (The
Commission on Geographical Names of the Czech Office for Surveying, Mapping and
Cadastre).
An important part of the work, acknowledged
by the public, are authorized expertises in the field of
personal names.
The department also publishes the only
onomastic journal in the Czech Republic and one of the
oldest onomastic journals in Slavic countries, Acta
onomastica (formerly Zpravodaj Místopisné komise
ČSAV and Onomastický zpravodaj ČSAV). The
journal

was

founded

in

1960

by

prominent

onomasticians Vladimír Šmilauer and Jan Svoboda. It
has a wide network of Czech and foreign contributors,
both linguists and non-linguists, and is highly
appreciated by Czech and foreign scholars. The
original articles, reviews and reports published in Acta
onomastica are related to all fields of research of proper names.
The Institute of History, Czech Academy of Sciences, is an excellent scientific
institution, focusing mainly on Czech history from the early Middle Ages to the mid-20th
century. The Institute is also the publisher of a number of major encyclopaedic projects, such
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as Akademická encyklopedie českých dějin
(The Academic Encyclopaedia of Czech
History) and Biografický slovník českých zemí
(The Biographical Dictionary of the Czech
Lands).
Onomastic research is not a priority
field of interest of the Institute; but, despite this
fact, works connected with the study of proper
names have been published by scholars from the
Institute.
For almost half a century, the research
in the field of historical geography have been
conducted, represented by Zdeněk Boháč
(1933–2001) and Eva Semotanová (* 1952).
Since the mid-1990s the research is based on Historický atlas měst České republiky (Historical
Atlas of Czech Towns) with nearly 30 volumes, each dedicated to one Czech town, including
research into its street names.
The second field, where the study of history in the Institute comes in contact with
onomastics, is biographical research. It also includes a research into using names of
personalities in the names of towns and places.
Scholars from the Institute (Robert Šimůnek, Jiří Martínek etc.) are also members of
various scientific committees dealing with proper names, such as Onomastická komise při
Ústavu pro jazyk český Akademie věd České republiky (The Onomastic Commission at the
Institute of the Czech Language of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic),
Názvoslovná komise Českého úřadu zeměměřického a katastrálního (Commission on
Geographical Names of the Czech Office for Surveying, Mapping and Cadastre), of various
working groups of the Commission on Geographical Names, and publish in linguistic and
onomastic journals.
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Onomastic projects in Slovakia
Before the establishment of a coordinated onomastic research in Slovakia, several
inspiring publications had been published, including Ján Stanislav’s Slavic-oriented publication
entitled Slovak South in Middle Ages (Slovenský juh v stredoveku, 1948), Vladimír Šmilauer’s
work about historical Slovak hydronymy Hydronymy
of Old Slovakia (Vodopis starého Slovenska,1932),
Branislav Varsik’s works about historical oikonymy as
well as partial studies of oikonymy, hydronymy, and
anthroponymy. On 8 December 1964 the Slovak
Onomastic Commission (SOC) was created at the
Ľudovít Štúr Institute of Linguistics of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences. Its establishment resulted,
firstly, from Vincent Blanár’s conception of onomastic
research in Slovakia, secondly, from the tasks of the
Commission

for

Slavic

Onomastics

of

the

International Committee of Slavists, and, finally, from
the need to conduct a methodical and coordinated
research into Slovak onymy. The Commission was headed, successively, by Vincent Blanár,
Milan Majtán, and Pavol Žigo. At present it is led by Juraj Hladký, with IvetaValentová serving
as its secretary. Along with the Ľudovít Štúr Institute of Linguistics of the Slovak Academy of
Sciences in Bratislava, the SOC includes departments of Slovak language and literature at
universities in Trnava, Nitra, Banská Bystrica, and Prešov where onomastic research has a long
tradition. Theoretically and methodologically, the Slovak onomastic school and the Slovak
onomastic research have drawn mainly on the numerous studies of Vincent Blanár as well as
on his monographs entitled Theory of Proper Name. The Status, Organization and Functioning
in Social Communication (Teória vlastného mena. Status, organizácia a fungovanie
v spoločenskej komunikácii, 1996) and Proper Names in the Light of Theoretical Onomastics
(Vlastné meno vo svetle teoretickej onomastiky, 2008, 2009). Vincent Blanár’s methodology is
based on the semantic and functional understanding of the proper name and its binary character,
and on the relation between the linguistic and onomastic status of the proper name.
Members of SOC have worked in the International Council of Onomastic Sciences
(ICOS), Commission for Slavic Onomastics of the International Committee of Slavists, in
various domestic scientific commissions dealing with the standardization of geographical
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terminology, and in the Calendar Committee of the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic.
The activities in this area have produced more than 50 publications about standardized and
conventional names from the maps with scales of 1:50 000 and 1:10 000 co-authored by Milan
Majtán. Since its establishment, SOC has organized many seminars and lectures. Since 1967, it
has been organizing, every three years, the Slovak onomastic conference with foreign
participation, which resulted in the publication of several conference proceedings. The 20th
anniversary conference was held in Banská Bystrica on 26–28 June 2017.
In 1966 – 1975, SOC was active in putting together Slovak field names and collective
field research activities. The obtained toponymic material contained approx. 250 thousand
names. Under the heading of Milan Majtán, the material was provisionally processed into card
index and into work maps. Currently, anoikonymy found in the files of the Ľudovít Štúr Institute
of Linguistics of the Slovak Academy of Sciences is being processed under the leadership of
Iveta Valentová, following the concept of the Czech Dictionary of Minor Place Names in
Moravia and Silesia (Slovník pomístních jmen na Moravě a ve Slezsku). When speaking about
anoikonymic research in certain regions, various works should be mentioned, such as Ján
Matejčík’s work entitled From the Microtoponymy of Novohrad (Z mikrotoponymie
Novohradu, 1967), Dominik Choluj’s Onomastics of
Kysuce (Onomastika Kysúc, 1992), Michal Blicha’s
Toponymy of the Ondavská and Topolianska dolina
(Toponymia Ondavskej a Topolianskej doliny, 1996),
and Jaromír Krško’s Minor Place Names from the
Muránska dolina (Terénne názvy z Muránskej
doliny, 2001).
Important publications in the field of Slovak
oikonymy research include Milan Majtán’s practical
handbook Names of Municipalities in Slovakia during
the Last Two Hundred Years (Názvy obcí na Slovensku
za ostatných dvesto rokov, 1972) and its updated
version Names of Municipalities in the Slovak
Republic: Development in 1773–1997 (Názvy obcí Slovenskej republiky: Vývin v rokoch 1773–
1997, 1998). Historical and etymological research of Slovak settlement names was presented
in many studies authored by Ján Stanislav, Rudolf Krajčovič, Šimon Ondruš, Ondrej R. Halaga,
Branislav Varsik, Pavol Žigo, Milan Majtán, and in monographs Slovak South in Middle Ages
1, 2 (Slovenský juh v stredoveku 1, 2; 1948, 1999) and Revealed Names of Slovak Towns and
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Villages (Odkryté mená slovenských miest a dedín; 1948, 2008) written by Ján Stanislav; Live
Chronicles of Slovak Villages Hidden in the Names of Villages and Towns (Živé kroniky
slovenských dedín skryté v názvoch obcí a miest; 2005) by Rudolf Krajčovič; Declassified Safes
of Words (Odtajnené trezory slov 1–3; 2000–2004) by Šimon Ondruš, and Geographical Names
of Czechoslovakia (Zeměpisná jména Československa, 1982) by Ivan Lutterer, Milan Majtán,
and Rudolf Šrámek. Synthetic processing of historical and current Slovak oikonymy continues
to be an important task nowadays as well.
Following the example of Polish onomasticians, the 1980s saw the beginning of
systematic research and processing of historical and current hydronymy in certain river basins.
Its result was The Hydronymy of the Orava River Basin (Hydronimia dorzecza Orawy, 1985),
a publication written by Kazimierz Rymut and Milan Majtán. Methodological principles of the
united and complex processing of hydronymy in Europe were later used in hydronymy research,
namely in the project Hydronymia Europaea and in the national project Hydronymia Slovaciae.
Drawing on its methodological principles, monographs about the hydronymy of Slovak parts
of various river basins have been published. So far, researchers have focused on Slovak river
basins of the Slaná (Ľuba Sičáková, 1996), Dunajec and Poprad (Kazimierz Rymut & Milan
Majtán, 1998), Ipeľ (Milan Majtán & Pavol Žigo, 1999), Turiec (Jaromír Krško, 2003), Nitra
(Juraj Hladký, 2004), the added and revised
hydronymy of the river basin of the Orava (Milan
Majtán & Kazimierz Rymut, 2006), Hron (Jaromír
Krško, 2008), Kysuca (Jaromír Krško & Drahomír
Velička), Dudváh (Juraj Hladký, 2011), of the upper
part of the river basin of the Váh (Jaromír Krško,
2011), of Slovak parts of the river basin of the
Morava (Andrej Závodný, 2012), Hornád (Andrea
Goótšová, Alexandra Chomová & Jaromír Krško,
2014), and of the northern part of the river basin of
the Malý Dunaj (Mária Beláková, 2014). So far, the
latest monograph in the edition is The Hydronymy
of Žitný ostrov (Hydronymia Žitného ostrova, 2015)
by Juraj Hladký and Andrej Závodný which
processes hydronymic material on the biggest river island of the Danube. In the edition of
Hydronymia Europaea, Slovak (or Slovak-Polish) hydronymy is represented by Kazimierz
Rymut and Milan Majtán’s monograph entitled The Hydronymy of the Dunajec River Basin
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(Gewässernamen im Flußgebiet des Dunajec; Nazwy wodne dorzecza Dunajca), published in
Stuttgart in 1998. So far around 75% of the Slovak hydronymy is processed, with systematic
research of river basins of the Váh (Jaromír Krško) and the Malý Dunaj (Mária Beláková, Juraj
Hladký, Andrej Závodný) under continuation.
In the past, SOC coordinated heuristic research and linguistic modeling of living
(unofficial) personal names in central Slovakia. The results of the analysis of unofficial
anthroponymy and their content models were published in
two volumes of a broadly designed monograph authored by
Vincent Blanár and Ján Matejčík entitled Living Personal
Names in Central Slovakia. I.1 Designation of Personal
Name, I.2 Distribution of Contentual Models (Živé mená na
strednom Slovensku. I. 1. Designácia osobného mena, I. 2.
Distribúcia obsahových modelov, 1978, 1983). In her
monograph Living Personal Names in the Upper Nitra
Region (Živé osobné mená v hornonitrianskej oblasti, 2009),
Iveta Valentová continued with the tradition of research and
linguistic

modeling

of

unofficial

anthroponymy.

Interpretations of first names were published by Milan Majtán and Matej Považaj in
popularizing handbooks under the title A Name for Our Child (Meno pre naše dieťa, 1983) and
Choose a Name for Your Child (Vyberte si meno pre svoje dieťa, 1998). Štefan Krištof
published the work Personal Names of the Former Tekov County (Osobné mená bývalej
Tekovskej stolice, 1969), Daniel Dudok is the author of the work Surnames of Slovaks in
Yugoslavia (Priezviská Slovákov v Juhoslávii, 1999), Ivan
Gajdičiar compiled a publication called Surnames in
Turzovka (Turzovské priezviská, 2011). In the monograph
Our Surnames (Naše priezviská, 2014), Milan Majtán
characterized the development and language structure of
Slovak surnames and highlighted the motivation and
origin of several surnames in Slovakia. Other surnames
and historical personal names are still waiting for
a systematic processing, as well as the unofficial
anthroponymy from Western and Eastern Slovakia.
The results of the research into personal names
and field names in Slovak language enclaves in Hungary
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were published by Vincent Blanár in the monograph Contribution to the Study of Slovak
Personal Names and Minor Place Names in Hungary (Príspevok ku štúdiu slovenských
osobných a pomiestnych mien v Maďarsku, 1950) and by Alexander Mihalovič in the
monograph Geographical Names of Čív (Zemepisné mená Čívu, 1987). Iveta Valentová and her
team published the results of the surname research in Békéscsaba in the monograph entitled
The Surnames of Slovak Families in Békéscsaba (Čabianske priezviská, 2015).
Socio-onomastic aspects of proper names (which did not go unnoticed, for example,
by Vincent Blanár and Ján Matejčík) are recently presented by Jaromír Krško in the publication
entitled General Linguistic Aspects of Onymy (Všeobecnolingvistické aspekty onymie, 2016).
In cooperation with Czech colleagues, members of SOC are currently preparing an
update of the onomastic terminology which should lead to the release of a terminological
handbook. Its goal is to make an inventory of the onomastic terminology as well as to codify
the recommended terminology.
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Topic of the congress
Onomastics in Interaction with Other Sciences
Almost since the moment when onomastics was distinguished as a separate discipline,
linguists have stressed its interdisciplinary aspect. Researchers in non-linguistic disciplines
have also recognized the importance of place names to historical, historical-settlement,
archeological, geographical, and biological research, however they were not ready to recognize
onomastics’ status as a separate science. With time, the declared interdisciplinary nature of the
science of proper names has grown in rank, and it is more often recognized by scientists. Such
state of things is reflected in onomastic studies, which make use of the results of historical,
archaeological, sociological, psychological, or cultural-anthropological research, as well as
studies by scientists specializing in related disciplines which take into account the results of
linguistic research. Some aspects of this interdisciplinary nature of onomastics have been
subject of the sessions of the International Congresses of Onomastic Sciences. The functioning
of names in human interaction has frequently been stressed. However, currently it is necessary
to focus more closely on the relation of onomastics and other scientific disciplines. Onyms
rooted in history reflect the understanding of the world and of the human being itself by our
ancestors, as well as by the current users of these names. The topic suggested for consideration
here would allow us to show how onomasticians make use of the results from other fields of
research, and how the representatives of other disciplines regard proper names. Only
cooperation among these fields (onomastics and philosophy, sociology, psychology, neurology,
communication, politics, geography, history, archeology, and the natural sciences) will allow
for the complex history of onyms, as well as their functioning in all the areas of modern life, to
be described comprehensively. Interactions of onomastics with other disciplines allows
multiple ways to approach the proper names: the classical one, as well as newer tendencies
concerning the theory of onomastics and its practical aspects. The issue of relation between the
proper name and appellative has been present in philosophical discourse since antiquity, and
has remained relevant until the present age. The sociological and sociolinguistic perspective
allows, among others, for the research of prestige associated to particular names, as well as of
sociocultural motivations behind the new proper names being created. In historical research
proper names, especially toponyms, can be used to reconstruct the settlement processes. In
religious studies, the etymological meanings of theonyms may enable the discovery of
connections between the religious views of different peoples, frequently ones very distant from
each other in the geographical sense. From the legal and political point of view, the creation
and development of personal names (including surnames) is a very significant issue, since in
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all countries the stabilization of such names is regulated by law. Research on proper names can
also be used in medicine: the neurobiological mechanisms used to search for proper names in
the mental lexicon are subject to research, and such knowledge can become an important
element of therapeutic processes in language-related disorders of neurological origin.
A multifaceted approach to onyms can also expand the knowledge we have of them.
We suggest a division of the scientific program of the Congress into three main parts:
plenary sessions, section lectures, and special symposia. During the plenary sessions, the
speakers invited are going to speak of the most significant issues. The division into sections and
qualification of papers submitted shall depend on the topics of submissions received and the
contents of summaries attached. We would like to dedicate the special symposia to the
presentation of onomastic research in West Slavic countries: Czechia, Poland, and Slovakia.
This proposition is influenced by a few factors: firstly, the organizers of the Congress are three
countries, Czechia, Poland, and Slovakia. Onomastic research in all of these countries has
a very long tradition and has become the blueprint for the development of the discipline in other
countries as well. It is generally known that Franz Miklošić was the originator of Slavic
onomastics, and his research and publications have become the basis for theoretical and
analytical studies in Czechia, Poland, and Slovakia. The importance of his works is undeniable,
however the works are available only to Slavic-language speakers. Only a few researchers from
our countries have submitted texts in languages different than Slavic ones. We hope that the
three special symposia (dedicated to Czech, Polish, and Slovak onomastics) will allow a broader
audience to familiarize themselves with the accomplishments of Slavic onomastics. Spreading
such knowledge can become the impulse for a broader participation of Slavic scholars, as well
as further presentation of the research conducted in our field, during future Congresses.
The official languages of the Congress are: English, German, French, Russian.
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Conference Schedule
Krakow, 23 August – 28 August 2020
23 August (Sunday)
15.00–20.00: Registration
17.00–20.00: Meeting of ICOS Board

24 August (Monday)
8.30–10.00: Registration
8.30–10.00: Meeting of Editorial Board of Onoma
10.00–12.30: Opening Session and Plenary Session
10.00–12.30: Presentation of Books and Onomastic Periodicals
12.30–14.00: Opening Reception
14.00–15.30: Lecture Sessions
15.30–16.00: Break
16.00–17.30: Lecture Sessions and Symposia (Onomastics in Poland)
18.00–20.30: Meeting of ICOS Bibliography Group

25 August (Tuesday)
8.30–10.30: Lecture Sessions
10.30–11.00: Break
11.00–12.30: Lecture Sessions
12.30–14.00: Lunch
14.00–15.30: Lecture Sessions and Symposia (Onomastics in Czechia)
15.30–16.00: Break
16.00–17.30: Plenary Session
17.30–18.00: Break
18.00–20.30: Meeting of ICOS Terminology Group
17.30–20.30: Meeting of Editors of Onomastic Journals

26 August Wednesday
Excursion Day

27 August (Thursday)
8.30–10.30: Lecture Sessions
10.30–11.00: Break
11.00–12.30: Lecture Sessions
12.30–14.00: Lunch
14.00–15.30: Lecture Sessions and Symposia (Onomastics in Slovakia)
15.30–16.00: Break
16.00–17.30: Plenary Session
17.30–18.00: Break
18.00–20.30: Meeting of Slavic Committee of Onomastics at International Congress of Slavists and of
Polish Onomastic Committee
18.00–20.30: Presentation of digital publications of the Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish
Academy of Sciences (IJP PAN)

28 August (Friday)
8.30–10.30: Lecture Sessions
10.30–11.00: Break
11.00–12.30: Lecture Sessions
12.30–14.00: Lunch
14.00–17.00: ICOS General Meeting
17.00–17.30: Break
17.30–18.00: Meeting of ICOS Board
18.00–19.00: Closing Session
19.00– Banquet
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Meeting of ICOS Board

Closing Session

Banquet

Structure of the scientific committee
Coordinator: Barbara Czopek-Kopciuch (Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish
Academy of Sciences, Krakow, Poland)

President: Maciej Eder (Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences,
Krakow, Poland)

Vicepresidents


Renata Przybylska (Department of Polish Studies of Jagiellonian University, Krakow,
Poland)



Milan Harvalík (Institute of the Czech Language of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic, Praha, Czechia)



Jaromír Krško (Faculty of Arts, Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica, Slovakia)

Secretaries


Urszula Bijak (Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences,
Krakow, Poland)



Paweł Swoboda (Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences,
Krakow, Poland)



Jiří Martínek (Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic,
Praha, Czechia)



Iveta Valentová (Ľ. Štúr Institute of Linguistics of the Slovak Academy of Sciences,
Bratislava, Slovakia)

Members


Terhi Ainiala (University of Helsinki, Finland)



Maria Giovanna Arcamone (University of Pisa, Italy)



Elena Berezovich (Ural Federal University, Ekaterinburg, Russia; Russian Academy of
Sciences, Moscow, Russia)



Pierre-Henri Billy (University of Toulouse, France)



Richard Coates (University of the West of England, Bristol, United Kingdom)



Joan Tort i Donada (University of Barcelona, Spain)



Sheila Embleton (York University, Toronto, Canada)



Halszka Górny (Institute of Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences, Krakow,
Poland)



Juraj Hladký (University of Trnava, Slovakia)
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Adrian Koopman (University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa)



Laura Kostanski (University of Ballarat, Australia)



Staffan Nyström (University of Uppsala, Sweden)



Mariusz Rutkowski (University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn, Poland)



Valéria Tóth (University of Debrecen, Hungary)



Jana Marie Tušková (Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia)



Jürgen Udolph (Zentrum für Namenforschung, Leipzig, Germany)
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Institutes and associations engaged in the organization of the
Congress
Organizers


Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences



Department of Polish Studies at Jagiellonian University

Associations engaged in the organization of the Congress


Filozofická fakulta Univerzity Mateja Bela v Banskej Bystrici (Department of Philosophy
of Matej Bel University, Slovakia)



Ústav pro jazyk český Akademie věd České republiky (Institute of the Czech Language of
the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic)



Komitet Językoznawstwa Polskiej Akademii Nauk (The Committee of Linguistics at the
Polish Academy of Sciences)



City of Krakow and county government

Financial resources
The following resources are available for the financing of the congress:
a) financial fund established for the organisation of scientific congresses (Polish

Academy of Sciences) via the Committee of Linguistics at the Polish Academy of
Sciences;
b) financial support from the Polish Academy of Learnings via its regional committee;
c) city and county governments regularly support conferences of such importance: on the

one hand by direct financial support, and on the other by leasing conference facilities
at a discount;
d) The Jagiellonian University, on whose premises primarily the event will take place, is

also regularly supporting the organisation of congresses by making available the
necessary facilities and providing discounts on lease;
e) Matej Bel University;
f)

Institute of the Czech Language in Prague.

The total cost of organizing the Congress in 2020 - 55.100 euros
1. Rental of conference rooms in the buildings of the Faculty of Polish Studies of the
Jagiellonian University - free of charge
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2. Rental of a room for the plenary session at Collegium Maximum JU (including
coffee costs)- 7.000 euros
3. Rental of banquet rooms - 800 euros
4. The cost of the banquet – 12.500 euros
5. Organization of a meeting with the authorities of Jagiellonian University, Institute of
Polish Language Polish Academy of Sciences, city authorities (including refreshments) –
1.800 euros
6. Catering (coffee breaks throughout the Congress) – 12.500 euros
7. Congress website – 2.500 euros
8. Compiling abstracts and preparing for pendrives – 2.500 euros
9. Development and print of programs – 2.500 euros
10. Elaboration and publication of proceedings – 8.000 euros
11. Administrative service of the Congress – 5.000 euros
The Proceedings of Congress will be published only on-line on the RCiN ( Digital
Repository of Polish Academy Institutes) website with a DOI for each text.
Timetable for publishing proceedings:
Sending the texts to organisers – 30.11.2020
Publishing proceedings on-line – 30.06.2022

Remarks: For obvious reasons, we cannot apply for financial support until we have received
a (positive) decision from Debrecen. However, our expectations are that we should receive
about 20,000 to 30,000 Euros.

Registration fees
ICOS members: € 120 (early registration), € 140 (standard registration)
other congress participants: € 140 (early registration), € 160 (standard registration)
students: € 80
accompanying persons: € 70
(Excursions not included, banquet and receptions included.)
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Conference rooms
Conference discussions (sections and special meetings) will take place in the rooms of the
Department of Polish Studies of the Jagiellonian University.
The Department’s buildings at ul. Gołębia 20 and Gołębia 14, 16, and 18,
9 rooms for approx. 30 people
3 rooms for approx. 40 people
3 rooms for 50–60 people
1 room for 70 people
The plenary sessions will take place at the Auditorium Maximum, in the Lecture Hall which
can accommodate up to 1200 people (it is also possible to divide the hall in half). The buildings
where the conference rooms are located are at the city centre, in the close neighbourhood of the
Main Market Square.

Restaurants
Suggested restaurants for lunch and dinner within a walking distance of 5 to 15
minutes from the University:
Hawełka, Rynek Główny 34, 30-001 Krakow, (traditional Polish cuisine, price range 10–
20 euro) http://en.hawelka.pl/
Corleone, ul. Poselska 19, 31-002 Krakow, (Italian food, prices 15–20 euro)
http://corleone.krakow.pl/?lang=en

32

Kawaleria, ul. Gołębia 4, 31-007 Krakow, (international cuisine, price range 12–20 euro)
http://kawaleria.com/
Balaton, ul. Grodzka 37, Krakow, (Hungarian food, price range near 10 euro)
http://balaton.krakow.pl/engish.html
Mamma Mia, ul. Karmelicka 14, 31-128 Krakow, (Italian food, price range near 10 euro)
http://mammamia.net.pl/en
Restauracja Cechowa, ul. Jagiellońska 11 (specialty: Polish cuisine, lunch price approx. 8
euro)
Bohema, ul.Gołębia 2, 30-001 Krakow (Polish cuisine, artistic restaurant, price range 4–15
euro) http://www.bohema.cracow.pl/indexang.html
Pod Baranem, ul. św. Gertrudy 21, 31-049 Krakow (Polish cuisine, price range 7–10 euro)
http://podbaranem.com/eng/
CK Dezerter, ul. Bracka 6 (Polish, Hungarian, Czech, Austrian food, price range 4–12
euro) http://ckdezerter.pl/
Hot Chili, ul. Pijarska 9, Krakow (Indian food, prices approx. 5 euro),
http://www.indianfood.pl/en/
Koko, ul. Gołębia 8, 31-007 Krakow (Polish cuisine, prices approx. 4 euro)
http://www.gospodakoko.pl/
Cyklop, ul. Mikołajska 16 (pizza, price range 4–7 euro)
http://www.pizzeriacyklop.pl/pages/en/cyklopmain.aspx
There are also many restaurants in the Main Square.
In the vicinity of the Main Square and University, there are numerous salad bars and
sandwich places, as well as fast foods.
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Accomodation possibilities
Hotels
All hotels are located within a 5–10 minutes walking distance from the Conference premises.
The prices given here are valid as of 2017.

1.

Radisson Blue *****

ul. Straszewskiego 17, 31-101 Krakow from 100 euro per night
https://www.radissonblu.com/en/hotel-krakow
2.

Hotel Stary*****

ul. Szczepańska 5, Krakow, from 109 euro per night
https://stary.hotel.com.pl/en/
3.

GRAND HOTEL*****

31-014 Krakow, ul. Sławkowska 5/7, from 180 euro per night
http://www.grand.pl/en/grand-hotel1.html
4.

Campanille***

ul. św. Tomasza 34, 31-023 Krakow, from 40 euro per night
https://www.campanile.com/en/hotels/campanile-cracovie-krakow
5.

Ostoya Palace Hotel ****

ul. Piłsudskiego 24, 31-109 Krakow, from 100 euro per night
http://www.ostoyapalace.pl/index_en.php
6.

Holiday Inn Krakow City Center *****

ul. Wielopole 4-8, 31-072 Krakow, Poland, from 120 euro per night
http://www.hik.krakow.pl/?lang=en
7.

Hotel Wyspiański ***

ul. Westerplatte 15, Krakow, from 85 euro per night
http://www.hotel-wyspianski.pl/en/
8.

Hotel Maksymilian ***

ul. Karmelicka 36, 31-128 Krakow, from 85 euro per night
http://www.en.hotelmaksymilian.pl/
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Hostels /student hostels (prices without breakfast)
All of them are situated close to the Conference premises and can be reached by bus (two
stops) or tram (4 stops). Some of them are within a walking distance of 15 minutes. Upon
request, the student hostels provide breakfast, for approx. 4 euro.
1.

Krakowiak

ul. Armii Krajowej 9, 9a, 30-150 Krakow, from 40 euro per night
http://ach.krakow.pl/glowna/eng
2.

Za Kolumnami

ul. Armii Krajowej 9a, 30-150 Krakow, from 40 euro per night
http://www.booking.com/hotel/pl/ds-za-kolumnami
3.

Żaczek

al. 3. Maja 5, Krakow, from 23 euro per night
http://www.hotelestudenckie.pl
4.

Nawojka

ul. Reymonta 11, Krakow, from 24 euro per night
http://www.hotelestudenckie.pl
5.

Bydgoska

ul. Bydgoska 19, Krakow, from 23 euro per night
http://www.hotelestudenckie.pl
6.

Olimp

ul. J. Rostafińskiego 9, Krakow, from 20 euro per night
http://taniehostele.pl/en/pricing.html
7.

Strumyk

ul. J. Rostafińskiego 8, Krakow, from 20 euro per night
http://taniehostele.pl/en/pricing.html
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Transport from Krakow Airport
 by train
Travelling by train is the fastest way to get to/from the airport. The new Krakow Airport train
station is located near the passenger terminal, at the rear of the multi-storey car park.
TICKETS AND FARES:
 Krakow Airport – Krakow Main Train Station: PLN 9,00
 luggage: free of charge
WHERE TO BUY A TICKET:
 online at http://koleo.pl/
 passenger terminal, level 0 (ticket machine)
 train station (ticket machine)
 train (ticket machine or train conductor on board)
Ticket machines accept payment by cash, debit or credit cards.
For more informations and current timetables see: https://malopolskiekoleje.pl/

 by bus
Krakow Airport is served by two regular bus lines: 208 and 252 and one night line: 902.
These are AGGLOMERATION BUS LINES. Current departures of the city buses are
presented on the screen located near the information desk in the main hall.
Agglomeration ticket prices

Tickets can be purchased from:


the ticket machine at the passenger terminal, arrivals hall, level 0



the ticket machine at the bus stop (payment in cash or with credit/debit card)



authorized ticket machines found on 292 line buses (payment in cash – coins only)



the bus driver, in case of lack or failure of ticket machine (single tickets only, payment
in cash – exact amount).

Note: The ticket must be validated on entering the bus.
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 by taxi
Service is provided by the company Krakow Airport Taxi.
Zone

Distance from
Krakow Airport

Single fare in PLN
Single fare in EUR*

1

to 4,9 km

29,00

7,00

2

5–9,9 km

49,00

12,00

3

10–14,9 km

69,00

17,00

4

15–19,9 km

89,00

22,00

5

20–24,9 km

109,00

27,00

6

25–29,9 km

129,00

32,00
* 1 EUR = 4 PLN

Travelling in Krakow
 by public transport
Krakow has an extensive public transport system, which consists of tram and bus lines.
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Tickets can be bought:




at ticket machines at MPK (public transport) stops (payment by cash or by card)
at ticket machines on the bus (payment by cash – coins only)
from the driver – in the case of the lack of tickets at a ticket machine, or if the machine
breaks down (only single fare tickets valid 1 hour. Payment with cash only, please
prepare the exact amount for your fare as no change is available to the driver).

Those who plan to use public transport are advised to consult the site:
http://krakow.jakdojade.pl/?locale=en

 by taxi
We recommend the following taxi companies:
0048 12 653 55 55

iCar

0048 196 22

Radio Taxi Dwójki

0048 196 61

Radio Taxi Barbakan

0048 191 91

Radio Taxi Krakow

All of the above companies also provide service in English.
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One-day excursions: Krakow
We have the unique possibility to show you one of the oldest town in Poland, the city of
Polish kings – Krakow. The routes are not very long and you will have the possibility to
arrange your own meals.

Old Town
The tour will take you along the most important and most beautiful sites in the
Old Town part of Krakow encircled by the green ring of the Planty Park.
Part of the tour is
convergent with the Royal
Route tour, but it is extended
with the sightseeing of the old
university district, the Planty
Park and the Church of
St. Francis of Assisi.
We usually set off at
the Wawel Hill with the visit to
the Royal Cathedral and the arcaded courtyard of the Castle. Afterwards, along the oldest of
Krakow’s streets, we head for one of the most beautiful temples of Krakow: the Church of
St. Francis of Assisi. It is famous especially for its stained glass windows created by the great
Polish artist, Stanisław Wyspiański.
Krakow prides itself with the oldest university in Poland. It is called the Jagiellonian
University and was founded in 1364. The old university district is one of the must-see spots in
the Old Town. You will have a chance to visit the
courtyard of Collegium Maius and see the statue
of Nicolas Copernicus, the famous astronomer,
one of the University’s graduates.
The

tour

is

concluded

with

the

sightseeing of the Main Market Square, one the
largest medieval squares in Europe. Here one can
admire the landmarks of Krakow: the Cloth Hall,
the Town Hall Tower and finally, the most important temple of the city, St. Mary’s Basilica.
Usually the tour takes about 3 hours. Price with guide: ca 35 euro.
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Jewish district of Kazimierz
No visit to Krakow would be complete without a tour of Kazimierz. For centuries
it remained an independent town, inseparably bound with the history of Polish Jews.
Today Kazimierz is a district of Krakow situated within a walking distance of the Old
Town, attracting tourists with its unique atmosphere and history.
Old Krakow architecture was not destroyed during the Second World War, so it has
one of the best-preserved Jewish districts in this part of Europe.
During the guided tour you will
visit

the

synagogues

and

Jewish

cemeteries, and learn of the colourful,
fascinating and touching history of
Krakow’s Jews.
The guided tour includes ulica
Szeroka, once the Jewish town’s main
square, the Old Synagogue and the Remuh
Synagogue with the old Jewish Cemetery, the burial place of one of the most renowned PolishJewish scholars, Rabbi Remuh.
We will pass the picturesque ul. Józefa and visit the High Synagogue, the Tempel
(Progressive) Synagogue, the Plac Nowy and ul. Wawrzyńca.
The tour of Kazimierz is also the best
experience available of the Jewish tradition,
religion, and customs, bringing back to life
a world that no longer exists.
The tour can be extended with the
sightseeing of the Christian part of Kazimierz.
It’s famous for its beautiful Gothic churches:
Corpus Christi and St. Catherine’s. The
Church on the Rock with a crypt of the greatest
Polish artists such as Stanisław Wyspiański or Czesław Miłosz is also a special place to visit.
Usually the tour takes about 3 hours.
The price of a guided tour is ca 27 euro, entrance tickets are not included. Please add
the cost of the entrance ticket to the Remuh and Temple Synagogues.
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Nowa Huta. The Communist route
Nowa Huta was built in the 1950s by communists and was intended to be the first
town-symbol of socialist realism. Nowa Huta, which is now one of Krakow’s districts, was to
become an ideal town for communist propaganda, populated mostly by industrial workers.
The working class was expected
to eliminate clerical and conservative
elements still present in the minds of the
inhabitants of Poland’s former capital in
Krakow.
During the guided tour you will
see the administrative buildings of the
former Lenin Steelworks Factory, the
Central Square, the urban social realist
designs and learn about the Polish post-war history and everyday life in the communist era.
Usually the tour takes about 3 hours.
The price of a guided tour is ca 35 euro.

Wieliczka Salt Mine
Wieliczka Salt Mine is a real must-see spot of the Lesser Poland Province. In 1978 it
was included in the UNESCO World Heritage list, the first list of sites of special cultural or
physical significance in the world.
It is considered one of the
major tourist attractions in Poland,
which is reflected by its enormous
popularity with tourists visiting the
mine each year. The Wieliczka Salt
Mine is also one of the most
spectacular sites in the environs of
Krakow.

Located

as

close

as

10 kilometres from the city centre, the
mine is distinguished by its fascinating history, enormous size, and the unique wealth of its
underground world. Wieliczka is by far the world’s best-known salt mine, as well as one of the
oldest ones, dating back to the Middle Ages.
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The tour of the mine includes a 2-hour long walk through the former excavations, pit
shafts and galleries situated approximately 100 metres below the ground level. Among other
things, the walk gives you an opportunity to see unusual salt sculptures made many years ago
by amateur miner-artists.
The best examples of these salt rock artworks are displayed in the chapel of Saint
Kinga, an underground temple of impressive size and abundance. A journey by lift to reach the
mine’s top level is another attraction available there.
The price of a guided tour is ca 37 euro (including transport from and to Krakow). An
underground restaurant with traditional Polish cuisine (about 12 euro) is also available.

Vistula river cruise to Tyniec
During the 3 hour cruise, the following monuments sites can be seen:
1. The Wawel Hill, 2. Plac na Groblach, 3. Most Dębnicki, 4. Norbertine Nunnery,
5. Kościuszko Mound, 6. Most Zwierzyniecki, 7. Szyszko-Bohusz Villa, 8. Camaldolese
Abbey, 9. Waterworks, 10. Bielany, 11. Lock, 12. Tyniec.
Lunch is available on board (ca 20 euro) or at the restaurant in Tyniec (ca 10 euro).
The cruise price (meal excluded) is ca 20 euro.
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Three-day excursion: Czechia
Cultural visit after the congress
Price (approximately): 200 € (accommodation, transport)

Distance:
Kraków – Český Těšín: 160 km (2 hours)
Český Těšín – Havířov: 20 km (25 minutes)
Havířov – Štramberk: 55 km (1 hour)
Štramberk – Olomouc: 80 km (1 hour 20 minutes)
Olomouc – Kroměříž: 50 km (1 hour)
Kroměříž – Rožnov pod Radhoštěm: 90 km (1 hour 30 minutes)
Rožnov pod Radhoštěm – Ostrava (airport, train station): 65 km (1 hour 15 minutes)
Ostrava – Kraków: 170 km (2 hours)
Excursion to northeastern Czechia will focus on the most important sights of northern Moravia
and of the Czech part of historical Silesia.
Český Těšín is the western part of the town Cieszyn (Teschen), divided after the WW I. There
is a large Polish minority in the town and therefore bilingual signs are used in Český Těšín.
Havířov was built in 1950s as a model
socialist city; this reflects not only in its
architecture, but also in its street names.
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Štramberk is a picturesque historic town
with ruins of a Gothic castle (the Trúba
tower) with a beautiful view of the
Beskydy mountains.

The historic centre of northern Moravia, the city of Olomouc, is
the seat of the university (established 1573) and of the
Archbishopric. Its historic centre is dominated by a gothic
cathedral and mainly by a plague column from 1756, the UNESCO
World Heritage Site. The city has several historical churches,
palaces and baroque fortifications.

The nearby Kroměříž is famous for its 17th century
castle (with an excellent gallery) and especially for
unique baroque gardens, also ranked among the
world’s cultural heritage.

The last day of the excursion will be given to Rožnov pod Radhoštěm
with the largest open-air museum (skanzen) in the Czech Republic. The
town is the centre of the ethnographic region, known as Moravian
Wallachia, with a specific culture, folklore and a traditional dialect.
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Three-day excursion: Slovakia
Accommodation for participants: Banská Bystrica.
Banská Bystrica will serve as our home base; we will return to the city after each day trip.
Hotel NÁRODNÝ DOM***
Národná 11, 974 01 Banská Bystrica, tel. +421/48/412 37 37 (www.hotelnarodnydom.sk)
Hotel GARNI, Urpín City Residence***
Cikkerova 5, 974 01, Banská Bystrica, tel. +421/48/472 35 11 (www.urpincity.sk)
price list: http://www.urpincity.sk/en/pricelist
Accomodation and transport approximately 220 euro.

 Day 1: The High Tatras
Krakov → Červený Kláštor (120 km):

Sights: The Carthusian Monastery (http://www.muzeumcervenyklastor.sk/klastor/)
A boat ride down the Čierny Dunajec river (http://www.pltnictvo.eu/en/)
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Červený Kláštor → Tatranská Lomnica (53 km):

Ascent by cableway to the tarn (glacial lake) Skalnaté Pleso (approx. € 20)
(http://www.vt.sk/en/activities/cableway-trips/skalnate-tarn/)
Štrbské Pleso: (http://www.vt.sk/en/mountains/summer/)
Arrival to Banská Bystrica.
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 Day 2: Liptov
Banská Bystrica → Pribylina (90 km):

The Liptov Village Museum in Pribylina (http://mld.liptovskemuzeum.sk/en.html)
Liptovský Ján – the Mini Slovensko Museum (http://www.minislovensko.sk/-home)
The Demänovská Cave of Liberty:
(http://www.ssj.sk/en/jaskyna/4-demanovska-cave-of-liberty)
Liptovská Mara – Havránok (an open-air archaeological museum)
(http://www.liptovskemuzeum.sk/expozicie/archeologicke-muzeum-v-prirode-liptovskamara-havranok/)
Return to Banská Bystrica
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 Day 3: Hauerland (Banská Štiavnica – Kremnica – Banská Bystrica)
Banská Bystrica → Banská Štiavnica (50 km):

Banská Štiavnica:
The Open-Air Mining Museum (http://www.muzeumbs.sk/banskemuzeum-v-prirode/)
The old town centre
Kremnica: The Museum of Coins and Medals (http://www.muzeumkremnica.sk/en/home)
The Town Castle (http://www.muzeumkremnica.sk/en/the-town-castle)
Banská Bystrica: The Museum of Central Slovakia (http://ssmuzeum.sk/)
The Slovak National Uprising Museum (http://www.muzeumsnp.sk/)
The old town centre
Return to Krakow.
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