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ICOS
MINUTES OF THE ICOS BOARD MEETING
Z00M, 18 AuGuUsT 2024, 2:00 pm CET

https://helsinki.zoom.us/j/629163112407?pwd=0bGDAareFaUjsEWJT4VIS8OBVcOM6u.1

PRESENT: Katalin Reszegi (KR, chair), Yolanda Guillermina Lépez Franco (YGLF, Vice-
President), Peter Jordan (PJ, Vice-President), Vladislav Alpatov (VA, Secretary), Daniel Solling
(DS, Vice-Treasurer), Fatemeh Akbari (FA), Lasse Hamaildinen (LH), Marcia Sipavicius Seide
(MSS)

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES

KR welcomed everyone present. AG, ES, AP, and BL excused themselves for absence.

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (ZOOM, 18 JUNE 2024)

The minutes were approved for publication by the Board.

3. CONFIRMATION OF THE AGENDA

The following agenda was confirmed:

1. Welcome and @POIOGIES ......c.veivieieiiectiece ettt ettt be e aeeneenn e re e e 1
2. Minutes of the previous meeting (Zoom, 18 JuNe 2024) ..........cccoiririeniniieieiene e 1
3. Confirmation of the ageNUa .........cc.ccueiiiii e 1
N Y-V (=] £ T 1] 1T TP RSP PP PTPURTRPROROON 2
5. Organization of the General Assembly (agenda)..........cccccevvieiiiieiicie e 2
6.  The Board members’ reports for the General Assembly ..........cocviiiiiiiiiiciiciceec e 2
President’s TEPOTT ....c.uviiiiiiiieiie e 2
N L0 (S F2) A (=) 00) o PP PPN 4
B R0 (S S (=) 1) o ST PPN 5
WEDMASLEI™S TEPOTL ...t 8
Traffic and User ENGAZEMENL ..............cccouicuiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiee et 8
Social Media ERGAGement ..............c.cccuiiieiiiiiiiie e 8
Postgraduate representative’s TEPOTT........oiveiriiiiiieiieii e 8
REPOTt ON OHOMQA ... 9
Report on the work of the ICOS Terminology Group .........cccccvveeiiiiiiieeiieiise e 9
Report of the Bibliographical Database Group ..........c.ccceeiiriieiiiiiieniiiee e 10
ICOS PR Group report, 2021-2024 .........cooviiiiiiiieiiie e 11
Report on the work of the ICOS Working Group on Toponymy.........cccccevervvriveninrninnens 11
7. ANY OLNEE DUSINESS ...ecuii ittt te et e et e s e s teese e s te e beenaesseesteenseaneenraenneas 13
8. NEXLDOAId MEELING......couiiiiiieiie ettt e et e et sreesbe b 13


https://helsinki.zoom.us/j/62916311240?pwd=0bGDAareFaUjsEWJT4VlS8OBVcQM6u.1

4. MATTERS ARISING

KR has obtained consent of two members to review the Minutes of the upcoming GA: Emilia
Aldrin and Richard Coates.

5. ORGANIZATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (AGENDA)

1. Welcome: stating the number of members present

2. Confirmation of the agenda

3. Approval of the minutes of the previous General Assembly (Krakow 2021)
4. Matters arising (10 minutes for items 1—4 altogether)

5. President’s report (15 minutes)

6. Secretary’s report (10 minutes)

7. Treasurer’s report (10 minutes)

8. Webmaster’s report (10 minutes)

9. Postgraduate representative’s report (10 minutes)

10. Report on Onoma (10 minutes)

11. Report of the Terminology Group (10 minutes)

12. Report of the Bibliographical Database Group (70 minutes)

13. Report of the PR Group (5 minutes)

14. Report on the new Toponymy Group (5 minutes)

15. The vote on the language issue (10 minutes)

16. Change to the ICOS statutes (5 minutes)

17. Raising the fees: a vote (5 minutes)

18. Elections of the new ICOS Board (2024-2027) (15 minutes, including time to fill in the

voting form)

Coffee break & counting the votes: 30 minutes
19. Presentation of the 2027 Congress Venue (Vienna) (10 minutes)
20. Any other business (hopefully none)

6. THE BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORTS FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
President’s report

The Board of Directors of ICOS reunited 9 times altogether. We met mostly in online
meetings, and we have a face-to-face meeting today.

* 27 August 2021

* 2 November 2021
* 26 January 2022

* 30 May 2022

* 9 February 2023

* 13 December 2023
* 9 April 2024

* 18 June 2024

* 18 August 2024



There was not any change to the Board of Directors in the past three years. However, certain
changes happened in the management of Onoma, the journal of ICOS: Adrian Koopman sent us his
resignation from the Editorial Board of Onoma (and ICOS altogether), due to health reasons. After
negotiating with the Board of Directors, the Editorial Board decided to nominate Theodorus du
Plessis (South Africa) as the new member of the Editorial Board.

The main goal of ICOS is to improve the academic status of onomastics all over the world
and to gain visibility of ICOS and onomastics, that was the motivation behind the Strategy for 2021—
2024. During the past three years, we have managed to achieve the most important goals that were
stated in our Strategy:

1. After the COVID pandemic, we managed to organize the second postgraduate
Summer School of ICOS in Glasgow. Many thanks to Brittnee Leysen who was the main organizer
of this event and all the colleagues in Glasgow.

2. We also managed to increase the visibility of [COS on its social media channels, and
by launching a new online lecture series: Onomastics Online. This initiative was launched at the
beginning of 2022, since then, we have had 20 lectures, mostly in English but 5 of them in French.
We had lecturers from all over the world: Brazil, USA, Canada, South Korea, Japan, and Europe.
They are representatives of different scientific fields: geography, cartography, linguistics, language
teaching, anthropology etc., so the multidisciplinarity of onomastics could be demonstrated. Three
occasions were joint lectures with Abralin (the Brazil Linguistics Association). They also provided
sign language translators for one lecture, which was extremely successful. By the end of the 5th
semester, however, the number of the participants at the lectures decreased, so the upcoming board
need to rethink the form of the lecture series, the number of the lectures and the payment etc.

3. To improve the academic status of onomastics we also need high-standard
publication. After getting Onoma back on track, indexing the journal in prestigious international
data bases was also essential. Thanks to Oliviu Felecan and Alina Bughesiu and the whole Editorial
Board, the indexing process is quite successful. Onoma has been indexed in ERIH Plus, CrossRef,
WorldCat, and Ebsco. They are still working on the journal’s website, to accomplish all the
requirements for indexing Onoma in two further important data bases: ISI Web of Science and
Scopus.

4. With the help of Peter Jordan and Fatemeh Akbari the Board also examined how to
intensify and extend the ICOS cooperation network. The existing cooperations were evaluated
considering the benefits and information flow; new contact information was collected; and a new
system of collaboration with annual reports were implied.

The list of organizations / institutions affiliated with ICOS:

e American Name Society (ANS) (United States of America)
https://www.americannamesociety.org/

e Australian National Placenames Survey (Australia)
https://www.anps.org.au/

e (Centre of Onomastics in Baia Mare (Romania)
https://research.utcluj.ro/tl_files/research/Research%20Domain/Phylology/CO_Felecan.pdf

e Commission of Slavic Onomastics (Poland)

e Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Namenforschung (GfN) e.V. (Germany)
https://www.gfn.name/

e English Place-Name Society (United Kingdom)
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/research/groups/epns/

e Forschungsstelle fiir Namenkunde, Ortsnamenbuch des Kantons Bern (Switzerland)



https://www.germanistik.unibe.ch/forschung/drittmittelprojekte/forschungsstelle fuer nam
en

¢ International Institute of Jewish Genealogy (IIJG) (Israel)
https://fundit.fr/en/institutions/international-institute-jewish-genealogy-iijg-and-paul-
jacobi-center

e Names Society of Southern Africa (NSSA) (South Africa)
http://namessociety.za.org

e Onomastic Board of the Croatian Academy of Arts and Sciences (Croatia)
https://www.info.hazu.hr/kontakt/

e Onomastika Elkartea (Sociedad Vasca de Onomastica/Société¢ Basque d'Onomastique)
(Spain)
https://onomastika.org/

e Onomastics Commission of the Committee of Linguistics, Polish Academy of Sciences
(Poland)
https://komjezyk.pan.pl/pl/komisje-sekcje-zespoy/sekcja-onomastyczna

e Polish Onomastic Society [Polskie Towarzystwo Onomastyczne] (Poland)
https://pto.org.pl/en/polish-onomastic-society

e Slovak Onomastic Commission (SOC) (Slovakia)
https://www.juls.savba.sk/komisia_onomasticka.html

e Société francaise d’onomastique (France)
https://www.sfo-onomastique.fr/

e The Nordic cooperative committee for onomastic research (NORNA) (Denmark, Finland,
the

e Faroe Islands, Greenland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden)
https://norna.org/what-norna

5. We also managed to widen the cooperation network of ICOS.

6. The International Cartographic Association and International Geographical Union
with their Joint Commission on Toponymy. The cooperation was initiated by Peter Jordan.

7. The International Standardization Organization (ISO) and Infoterm are also among

ICOS’s new cooperation partners as one of their working groups is devoted to onomastic terms.
Fatemeh Akbari and Artur Gatkowski are the representatives of ICOS at these organizations.

8. ICOS also supports an international onomastic project, now we are one of the
supporters of the HumSpatial Project.

9. In the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN) ICOS
is represented by a Liaison Officer already for many years. ICOS Liaison Officers in more recent
times were Staffan Nystrom and Leila Mattfolk (both Sweden), and since 2024 it is Peter Jordan
(Austria).

10.  As for the working groups, the ICOS Terminology Group and the ICOS Bibliography
Group continued their work, as well as the Young Scholar Network. ICOS also has a new Working
Group on Toponymy with Peter Jordan as the chair.

11. It was also among our goals to lead the organization of the ICOS Congress outside
Europe because such bids have not been received in a long time. There were promising attempts,
but it will be the task of the upcoming board to achieve it.

Secretary’s report

The routine of Secretary’s work included correspondence with inquirers, circulation of
various messages and updates from the Board to the members, onomastics-related announcements



from the members (conference/book announcements and calls-for-papers), regular reminders about
Onomastics Online events, compiling the minutes of the 8 Board meetings over 2022-2024 which
are available on ICOS’s website.

Three newsletters (2022, 2023, 2024) were compiled with a considerably expanded section
on new literature in onomastics. The newsletters were trilingual, in all the three working languages
of ICOS — English, French, German, — for the translation I cordially thank Peter Jordan, Yolanda
Lopez Franco, Hubert Bergmann, Christian Zschieschang, who generously offered their help.

My special gratitude must be expressed to KR with whom we closely worked on various
issues, to ES who invariably readily shared his experience of work in the Board, promptly responded
to queries and requests and whose website “E-onomastics” provided much material for the
onomastic updates in the newsletters, to Oliviu Felecan and the former Secretary Alina Bughesiu
who guided me through the initial phase of secretaryship, and indeed everyone who supported me
in my work over these years.

I would also like to express my gratitude to all those Board members who offered their help,
collaboration and support, upkeeping a friendly atmosphere of international cooperation, preserving
the standards of academic communication and civility.

I would like to conclude the report by thanking the outgoing President of ICOS, KR, on
behalf of the Board of Directors, for the energy, enthusiasm, dedication, resilience and cordiality
with which she chaired ICOS during the past term.

Vladislav Alpatov

Treasurer’s report

ICOS has officially had two treasurers, Alexandra Petrulevich (Treasurer) and Daniel Solling
(Vice Treasurer) since the 2021 Krakéw Congress. (The need for two treasurers is motivated by the
fact ICOS takes care of Onoma sales which has created an additional workload for the Treasurer.)

The ICOS finances are overall in a good state. As of 14" August 2024, ICOS currently has
total assets of 60 838 EUR spread over three accounts.

Overview of ICOS incomes and expenses from 01 January 2021 to 31 December 2023 (all
amounts in EUR):

ICOS incomes mainly come from membership fees and sold copies of Onoma. After a
temporary stop in the money flow when the publication process was transferred from a publishing
company to ICOS, the sales finally took off 2021 and ICOS got a major income influx that way.
However, during these three years the sales situation has changed from ICOS selling several copies
of several issues to the same client to ICOS selling only one copy of one issue to the same or even
reduced number of clients. As a result, we can also see a decrease in the incomes ICOS makes
through Onoma sales in 2023. As for the membership fees, they usually vary somewhat from year
to year and are always highest during congress years, such as e.g. 2021. The current Board made an
early decision not to raise the membership fee during this Board period despite the raging inflation
and rapid prices increase. The decision was made to keep as many members as possible and
hopefully recruit new ones due to the relatively low membership fees. Additionally, the Board
decided to support the Ukrainian members of the organization by offering free membership to
Ukrainian members since 2023.



Onoma publishing, printing and shipping costs is the largest consistent post on the expenses
side. Another large post among the expenses is related to student support: ICOS supported the
organization of a student summer school in Glasgow, UK in 2023. We can also see that in 2022
ICOS supported a fast and efficient publication of the congress proceedings from the Krakow
Congress. Finally, there have been organizational costs mainly related to ICOS and Onoma websites.

With prices going up but incomes remaining the same, the natural outcome we see in the
numbers is that ICOS gets a negative balance over time. At present, ICOS’ incomes are somewhat
lower than the expenses. But this tendency will definitely accelerate in the future. For this reason,
the outgoing Board has made a proposal to raise the membership fee from next year (2025). The
proposal will be voted on by the General Assembly later.

2021 2022 2023
INCOMES:
Onoma' 2503 2500 1205
Membership fees? 4558 3969 3424
Donations 265 412 570
Organizational matters® 0 100 0
7326 7058 5933
2021 2022 2023
EXPENSES:
Bank costs* 238 216 306
ICOS organizational costs® 372 0 0
Reimbursement of double payment® 0 20 0
Onoma’ 3624 3346 2437
Onomastics Online® 0 607 700
Student support’ 0 0 4560
Support of congress proceedings'® 0 3000 0
4234 7189 8003
2021 2022 2023
RESULT: 3029 -131 -2070

! Incomes from sold copies of Onoma.

2 The number of paying members increases during congress years to around 200
persons. In 2021 the 27" ICOS congress was organized in Krakow, Poland.

3 Reimbursement of a payment by Nordea Bank.

* Standard fees paid to Nordea Bank for handling the accounts of ICOS.

5 Regular costs for hosting the ICOS homepage.

¢ Reimbursement of double payments to members.

7 Costs for printing and distributing Onoma as well as for hosting the Onoma webpage.
From 2019 Onoma is published and distributed directly by ICOS.

8 Onomastics Online costs. The Board decided that each speaker of the ICOS online
lecture series gets a symbolic reimbursement of 100 EUR.

? Organization of the ICOS Summer School in Glasgow, UK in 2023.



10 Following a decision by the ICOS Board, the fast and efficient publication of
proceedings from the Congress in Krakéw 2021 received a financial support.

The results show that the total assets of ICOS remained more or less the same over the
period 2021-2023 as follows:

Status of ICOS bank accounts by 31 December each year

ICOS has at its disposal two different accounts: one savings account (in the Swedish
currency, SEK) and one account for everyday money coming in and going out. The everyday
account has one part in the Swedish currency (SEK) and one part in Euro (EUR), a so-called “Euro
pocket”. The table below shows the status of the accounts (all amounts transferred to EUR) at 31
December 2021, 2022 and 2023.

2021 2022 2023
Account in SEK (> EUR) 434 330 268
Account in EUR (Euro pocket) 25489 25386 22699
Savings account 39084 41108 41842

65007 66824 64809

Swedish tax rules

According to Swedish tax rules an organization like ICOS must spend 80 % of its incomes
over a “rolling” five-year period in order to avoid paying taxes. [COS has not succeeded in doing
so for some time now. However, starting from the five-year period 2018-2022 ICOS spends more
than 80 % of the incomes and thus is on the safe side.

S-year period ICOS must spend ICOS actually did spend
2010-2014 80 % 76 %
2011-2015 80 % 74 %
2012-2016 80 % 44 %
2013-2017 80 % 42 %
2014-2018 80 % 44 %
2015-2019 80 % 62 %
2016-2020 80 % 59 %
2017-2021 80 % 71 %
2018-2022 80 %

2019-2023 80 %

The ICOS finances have been examined and found in order by an external auditor, Mag. Dr.
Wilhelmer, Austria.

Alexandra Petrulevich



Webmaster’s report

The Webmaster and Information Officer’s Report provides  vesterday 20 50
a comprehensive overview of the online presence and performance . . 159 336
metrics associated with the organization’s website and social media

platforms from August 2021 to August 2024. stk 108 %22

This Month 287 926

Traffic and User Engagement e 402 1,156

The ICOS shows significant growth in website engagement ot 7 doge 181 3
between 2021 and 2024. The number of registered members

increased from 244 in 2021 to 387 in 2024, indicating a 58% growth 30 ds 481 1,456

in user registrations. Additionally, a total of 332 news articles were Lastsodays 1,250 3,684

published between 2017 and 2024, reflecting a consistent ... . 2365 7.288
publishing rate of approximately 3—4 news pieces per month. This

growth in content appears to correlate with an uptick in visitor YT 2972 %405

traffic. Total 49660 163,812

Figure 1: Website Traffic Summary
(Aug 2021 — Aug 2024)

Social Media Engagement

The statistics highlight the organization’s growing presence on social media, with noticeable
increases in activity on both Facebook and Twitter.

The number of likes on Twitter rose dramatically from 300 in October 2017 to 10,700 in
August 2024, showcasing a robust expansion in engagement. Additionally, the number of tweets
nearly doubled from 2,876 (2014-2021) to 5,363 (2014-2024), signifying the platform’s increasing
role in disseminating information and engaging with a wider audience.

The number of Facebook followers (658), in comparison to the Krakéw Congress (502) and
the Debrecen Congress (242), illustrate how Facebook serves as a vital platform for community
interaction and event promotion.

An important aspect of the Facebook engagement metrics is the demographic breakdown of
the followers. The report includes a visual showing the ratio of men to women and their average age
among the Facebook audience. The data reveals that women make up a significant portion of the
engaged audience, with an average age of around 35—44 years. Meanwhile, the male audience skews
slightly older, falling primarily within the 45-54 age range.

P.S.: My heartfelt gratitude goes out to everyone who supported me in my role as your
Information Officer and Webmaster over these past seven years.

Eugen Schochenmaier

Postgraduate representative’s report

ICOS Student Representative Report

The ICOS Summer School was held in Glasgow, Scotland the week of 21-25 August 2023,
with participants in-person and online taking part from 19 different countries. Throughout the week
there were PechaKucha presentations, a graphic illustrator, a place-name walk led by Dr Simon
Taylor, and keynote workshops and talks by Dr Jacob King, Professor Carole Hough, and Dr
Fatemeh Akbari on the theme of ‘the interdisciplinary methods and uses of onomastics’ which led
to some fascinating discussions! Midweek the Summer School participants also had the opportunity



to take part in the world-renown Edinburgh Fringe Festival, as well as partake in less-formal
networking opportunities with a Scottish flare. The legacy of this Summer School is a group chat of
29 early career academics from across the globe who continue to share resources and opportunities
to this day. I look forward to passing the hat to the next network representative, and encourage the
Board and members of ICOS to continue to encourage the important work of creating opportunities
for the training and mentoring of the next generation of onomasticians. A huge thank you to my
colleagues at the University of Glasgow for their support with the Summer School, and to the ICOS
Board and membership for their backing to make the Summer School not only possible, but a great
success.

Brittnee Leysen

Report on Onoma
Report on the work of the ICOS Terminology Group

Work continued on the compilation of lists of ICOS onomastic key terms in the languages
covered by the ITOS (International Terminology of Onomastic Sciences) project, including English,
German, French, Belarusian, Bulgarian, Czech, Estonian, Finnish, Spanish, Catalan, Lithuanian,
Latvian, Macedonian, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Romanian, Slovak, Swedish, Ukrainian,
Hungarian and Italian.

In particular, the lists in Swedish and Portuguese have been completed. In the case of
Portuguese, scholarly and formal cases of the variety of Portuguese used in Brazil have been
included. Work on the Romanian list is ongoing. The ITOS lists are available at
https://icosweb.net/publications/onomastic-terminology/

The discussion of key terms to be included in the lists was conducted remotely using a shared
Excel document. Group members had the opportunity to provide comments on individual
terminology units, starting from an English base. These will form the basis of a summary to be
discussed at the group meetings (on-site or remote) scheduled for the next term. The results of the
cooperation with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and Infoterm, which are
also members of [COS, will then be taken into account. This cooperation is in its initial stages. Areas
of potential mutual interest to the co-operating organizations are being identified. Representatives
of ICOS are interested in the validation of key onomastic terms by means of standardization criteria
which would be applicable to the ISO label.

Comments made in the context of the development of ITOS have been taken into account in
the ONOMTERM project (see below).

A major achievement of the representatives of the ICOS Terminology Group is the
completion of work on ONOMTERM, a database of almost 600 onomastic terms (approved,
recommended and not recommended) used in Slovak onomastic studies in the 20th and 21st
centuries. The added value of this project is its national dimension, provided by the leaders (Slovak
onomasticians) and specialists from other countries associated with the I[COS Terminology Group:
Czech, Polish, Hungarian, English and German. In fact, equivalents of terms in Czech, Polish,
Hungarian, English and German have been developed. The ONOMTERM database and a
publication containing a dictionary of Slovak terminology with an international element will be
published by the end of 2024. Subsequently, the ONOMTERM database will be supplemented with
equivalents in other languages (work on the Italian and Ukrainian databases is ongoing).

Artur Gatkowski


https://icosweb.net/publications/onomastic-terminology/

1.

ASISSIRNES

10.

Report of the Bibliographical Database Group

Activities developed in 2021: Creation of the following protocols of research
1.1. Anthroponymic research in Russia from 2011 to 2021
Responsible: Anna Tsepkova
1.2. Bibliography of Modern Czech Onomastics (since 1945)
Responsible: Milan Harvalik
1.3. Place name research in Nordic countries since 2015
Responsible: Viino Syrjila

Activities developed in 2022: Creation of the following protocols and resulting selected lists
2.1. Anthroponymic research in Mexico from 1970 to 2021
Responsible: Yolanda Guillermina Lopez Franco
2.2. Romanian onomastic bibliography + international onomastic bibliography
Responsible: Oliviu Felecan

Activities developed in 2022 and 2023: Creation of full bibliographical products about
Brazilian Antroponomastics: protocol, select anthology and systematic literature review
article
3.1. Title Anthroponymic research in Brazil from 2011 to 2021

Responsible: Mércia Sipavicius Seide

Literature review article:
Seide, M (2023) First names and surnames in Brazil: a systematic review of literature.
Dominios de Lingu@gem v. 17. p. 1-26. (English version)
Seide, M (2023) Prenomes e sobrenomes no Brasil: uma revisdo sistematica de literatura.
Dominios de Lingu@gem v. 17. p. 1-29. (Portuguese version)

Activities developed in 2022—2024: Creation of the following protocols of research and
resulting selected lists
4.1. Contemporary research on Cuban anthroponomastics

Responsible: Luis Ramoén Campo Yumar

Activities developed in 2024 Design of Onomastic Bibliographic Anthology site by MS

Further activities
Implementation and actualization of Onomastic Bibliographic Anthology by ES
Links to International online resources were published
Links to National Bibliographies were published
Intentions for the second term 20242027 as chair of IBOS
9.1. Supervision and publication of literature systematic review articles using as database
articles published in the Onoma journal and onomastic journals already indexed in
Scopus to strengthen the visibility of onomastics and it’s journals.
Intentions of IBOS members
10.1. To publish at the IBOS webpage literature review articles written by the members in
English
10.2. Keep the publication of selected bibliographies
10.3. To publish in the IBOS webpage a selected bibliography of Applied Onomastics in
Hungary

Miarcia Sipavicius Seide
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ICOS PR Group report, 2021-2024

In September 2021, the ICOS Board of Directors invited me to chair the ICOS PR Group
during the term 2021-2024. The Group was also joined by four other ICOS Board members:
Fatemeh Akbari, Brittnee Leysen, Eugen Schochenmeier, and Marcia Sipavicius Seide. Practically
speaking, however, most issues related to ICOS PR have been discussed together with the whole
ICOS Board, not just the PR Group.

ICOS PR have been mainly advanced through its website and social media accounts. Eugen
Schochenmeier has successfully continued updating the website as well as Facebook and Twitter
profiles. A new addition is the ICOS YouTube account which was founded in February 2022 and
managed by Lasse Haméldinen. On 15 August 2024, the account has 168 subscribers.

Most of the contents on the YouTube channel have been the Onomastics Online lectures.
Since February 2022, there were 18 of them. The lectures have been organized in Zoom, and their
recordings have been published on YouTube afterwards (usually the following day). The numbers
of participants in Zoom have been between 15 and 40.

The lectures uploaded on YouTube in 2022 have received approximately 300-500 viewers
per video, but since then, the viewer counts have dropped; the lectures in semester 2023—-2024 have
received less than 100 views per video. YouTube statistics show that an average viewer watches
approximately 10% of the whole video.

It remains for the next ICOS Board to evaluate these numbers and decide whether
Onomastics Online should be continued. The series was launched in early 2022, when the Covid-
19 pandemic restricted physical meetings and there was a demand for remote onomastic content.
However, perhaps the lowered viewer counts tell that this need has diminished now that live
meetings are possible again.

The ICOS YouTube channel, however, can be used for other purposes as well. For example,
participants of possible future ICOS Summer Schools could record shorted introductions of their
research subjects (in Three Minute Thesis style).

It is also worth considering whether a separate [COS PR Group is needed. In my opinion,
discussing the general PR issues with the whole ICOS Board and certain details with the involved
Board members (President, secretary, webmaster) worked quite well. It might be useful to continue
having a person in charge for PR issues in the ICOS Board. This could be the webmaster but also
someone else if the webmaster has too many duties already.

Lasse Himéldinen

Report on the work of the ICOS Working Group on Toponymy
The International Council of Onomastic Sciences entertains a Working Group on Toponymy
with the task of promoting research on toponymy with a holistic approach, i.e. from the perspectives
of all sciences engaged and relevant in onomastics.
In detail, the Working Group has the following tasks:

(1) Propose and organize sessions on place names in the framework of relevant conferences
and congresses;
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(2) Organize symposia on toponymy in cooperation with local host institutions;

(3) Develop, support and cooperate in toponymic research and book projects;

(4) Cultivate international cooperation with relevant global organizations like the
International Cartographic Association (ICA) and the International Geographical Union (IGU)
represented by the Joint ICA/IGU Commission on Toponymy, as well as the United Nations Group
of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN).

The Working Group has registered membership, a chair and a vice-chair. Its members are to
be members of ICOS or to gradually assume ICOS membership. The founding chair is Peter Jordan
(Austria). The first business meeting during the 28" ICOS Congress in Helsinki/Helsingfors will
regularly elect chair and vice-chair.

Registered members (by 14 August 2024)

(1) Akbari, Fatemeh (Austria) (27) Macha, Piemysl (Czechia)

(2) Alphey, Tristan (United Kingdom) (28) Mamvura, Zvinashe (Zimbabwe)
(3) Atoui, Brahim (Algeria) (29) Matthews, Philip (New Zealand)
(4) Baker, John (United Kingdom) (30) Michalec, David (Czechia)

(5) Bartos-Elekes, Zsombor (Romania) (31) Nasakina, Svitlana (Ukraine)

(6) Bijak, Urszula (Poland) (32) Neumiiller, Kristina (Sweden)

(7) Bolcskei, Andrea (Hungary) (33) Palagiano, Cosimo (Italy)

(8) Caiazzo, Luisa (Italy) (34) Parry, Rhian (United Kingdom)
(9) Crljenko, lvana (Croatia) (35) Perono Cacciafoco, Francesco (China)
(10) du Plessis, LT (South Africa) (36) Petrulevich, Alexandra (Sweden)
(11) Felecan, Oliviu (Romania) (37) Pfukwa, Charles (Zimbabwe)

(12) Ferland, Yaives (Canada) (38) Racca, Sara (Switzerland)

(13) Garcia Quera, Nuria (Spain) (39) Redkva, Yaroslav (Ukraine)

(14) Gautier, Laurent (France) (40) Reszegi, Katalin (Hungary)

(15) Gersic¢, Matjaz (Slovenia) (41) Rieger, Marie A. (Italy)

(16) Ginsac, Ana-Maria (Romania) (42) Rusu, Mihai S. (Romania)

(17) Harvalik, Milan (Slovakia) (43) Santos Andrade, Karylleila dos (Brazil)
(18) Herzen, Andrey A. (Russian Federation)  (44) Skorupa, Pavel (Lithuania)

(19) Herzen, Olga (Russian Federation) (45) Suviranta, Sami (Finland)

(20) Hionidis, Pandeleimon (Greece) (46) Tent, Jan (Australia)

(21) Jordan, Peter (Austria) (47) Tort i Donada, Joan (Spain)

(22) Kang, Peter (China-Taiwan) (48) Wade, David (USA)

(23) Kim, Sun-Bae (Republic of Korea) (49) Wu, Shiyue (China)

(24) Koch, Florian (France) (50) Zagorski, Bogustaw R. (Poland)
(25) Loth, Chrismi Rinda (South Africa) (51) Zschieschang, Christian (Germany)

(26) Mac Giolla Chomhghaill, Aindi (Ireland)

Business meeting in the framework of the 28" ICOS Congress
Wednesday, 21% August 2024, 14:30-15:30, Lecture room P3 of the Porthania building

Provisional Agenda
(1) Opening
(2) Adoption of the Agenda
(3) Aims of the WG
(4) Membership
(5) Preview on activities organized or co-organized by the WG
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(6) Proposals for activities
(7) Election of chair and vice-chair
(8) Other matters
(9) Closure
Peter Jordan

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

No other business was introduced.

8. NEXT BOARD MEETING
Next Board meeting has been set for 23 August 2024, (2:00 PM CEST).
KR thanked everyone for participation and adjourned the meeting at 3:00 PM.
L X

Vladislav Alpatov

Secretary
(18 August 2024)
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