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Minutes of the ICOS Board Meeting
Teams, 21 October 2024, 5 pm CET

Present: Staffan Nystrdom (SN, chair), Yolanda Guillermina Lopez Franco (YGLF, Vice-President),
Peter Jordan (PJ, Vice-President), Tiina Laansalu (TL, Secretary), Johanna Othén (JO, Treasurer), Daniel
Solling (DS, Vice-Treasurer), Zaneta Dvoidkova (ZD, Assistant Secretary and Web Officer), Milla
Juhonen (MJ), Fatemeh Akbari (FA), Erszébet Gyorfty (EG), Chrismi-Rinda Loth (CRL), Marcia
Sipavicius Seide (MSS), Mats Wahlberg (MW, Chair of the Editorial Board of Onoma), Oliviu Felecan
(OF, Editor-in-Chief of Onoma), Artur Gatkowski (AG, Chair of ICOS Terminology Group)

1. Welcome

The chair SN called the meeting to order on Monday 21 October 2024 at 17:00 CET.

2. Confirmation of the agenda

SN introduced the following agenda (also disseminated via e-mail before the meeting):

Lo WBLCOMIE ...ttt bttt h ettt ekt e btk et e b bt et e e bt e sheesheeshbesnbeanbeenbeenbeenrneas 1
2. Confirmation Of the a@eNda...........cceiiiiiiiiiiic s 1
3. Minutes of the previous meeting (Zoom, 18 AUgUSt 2024).........cccueiiiririieiiiiiie e 2
4. NeWS fTOM the TIEASUIET .......ciiiieeriiieeerise et et r e er e r e nenn e nreenes 2
5. News from the Web OffICeT.......coiiviiiiiiiiic e 2
0. THE WEDPAZE. ...ttt et bbb bbbt e e bt ekt et s bt b s ekt bt e bt b e ne e bt er e b nre s 2
0. 1. WEDPAZE SEIVET .....viviiieiiiiiieee sttt r e e r e e nn e n e enn e nr e nnear e renre s 2
0.2, SYStEIM FOT TEES 1..evviriiieiierie e e e 3
7. WOTKING SIOUP ACLIVITIES ..e.veuveiviitiesieitieitestesie ettt sttt ettt e ettt sb et sbe s e et sbe e b e abeenesbeeseenbenneas 3
7.1. ICOS membership Mandatory? .........cccceciiiiiiiiriei et see s 3
7.2. The TerminoloZY GIOUP ......ccoviiiieiriiieiisesee st r e nne e nneenes 3
7.3. The Bibliography GIOUD.......ccoveiiieiriiieiirresee e enes 5
7.4. The Working Group 0N TOPONYMY ......eeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiisisiieesiee st sreessteessbe e streessnessbeesssbeesnseeenens 5
8. ONOMA TSSUCS/DUSITICSS ....veveeeestesteesie sttt ettt et s et ar e st nr e b e s Rt ase e r s me e reaneenenreeneenrenne s 6



8.1. The Price Of the VOIUIMIES .. ..ccivviriiieiiiieeie it 6

8.2, Print-0n-demMAnd..........coouiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt e b e e 6
8.3, OMOMIA TEVIEWS....euviiviiiiiiti ittt bbb E e r et sr e nre s 7
9. ONOMAStICS ONLINE .....oiviiiiiiiiiiii i s 7
10. The 1anguage/translation 1SSUE .........c.cueveiiiieiirie e n e nre e nreenes 7
L1 ANY OthET DUSINESS. .. e.eeeuriiiiiieirisiee ettt st n e r e sr e re e nenr e ne e nre e e nnenns 8
12, NeXt BOATA MEETINEZ. ... veiuveeurieitieitie ittt ettt ettt et r e sbe e sbeesheesanesnne e bt e sbeenreenreea 8

PJ stated that, under item 11, he would like to introduce some planning issues related to the upcoming
congress in Vienna.

The agenda was confirmed.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting (Zoom, 18 August 2024)
The Board approved the minutes for publication.

It was decided to include in the current minutes a clarification that, although the minutes of 18 August
2024 indicated the next Board meeting would take place in Helsinki during the congress, no official
meeting occurred there. The Board only convened briefly (JO joined via Zoom) and agreed that the first
official meeting would be held online at a later date.

4. News from the Treasurer

JO reported that the transition process had begun. SN and TL confirmed that the minutes of the General
Assembly (GA) had been signed and could now be submitted to the Swedish Bank. DS noted that he
had reviewed the account and everything appeared in order, with minimal activity since the congress.

5. News from the Web Officer

7D reported a smooth transition of responsibilities from the previous Web Officer. Social media
operations were running well. She also proposed restructuring the ,,News* section of the website by
categorizing different types of news into sub-groups. The Board approved this proposal.

6. The webpage

6.1. Webpage server

DS raised concerns about the [COS website’s server, which is hosted on a platform where all information
is in Finnish and accessible only to Unni Leino. This situation could pose vulnerabilities, especially
during emergencies. It was agreed that ZD would consult Unni Leino about potential alternatives,



explore English-based web hosting options, and investigate the possibility of hosting the website
through a university. DS also emphasized the importance of keeping costs manageable.

6.2. System for fees

DS initiated a discussion about implementing the new membership fee system, as decided by the GA,
which differentiates fees between high-income and low-income countries. This raised questions about
how to implement the system and necessary changes to the ICOS website.

PJ suggested that displaying a map of high- and low-income countries on the website could be helpful.

YGLF emphasized that the system should also allow members from low-income countries to
voluntarily contribute more if they wish.

It was decided that ZD would develop potential solutions on the website and share screenshots with
the Board for further discussion.

7. Working group activities

SN reminded the Board that Lasse Hdméldinen, Chair of the ICOS Working Group on Public Relations,
had suggested during the GA that the group was no longer necessary, as its functions were effectively
handled by the Board. The Board agreed to dissolve the working group.

7.1. ICOS membership mandatory?

SN noted that a question was raised during the GA about whether ICOS working group participants must
hold ICOS membership. While many supported this idea, no formal decision had been made.

PJ suggested that new working group members should aim to become ICOS members within a year to
fully integrate into ICOS structures.

The Board decided that members of ICOS working groups must either already be ICOS members or
become members within one year of joining. Working group chairs will be responsible for ensuring
compliance with this requirement, which will be clearly stated on the ICOS website.

7.2. The Terminology Group
AG provided an update on the activities of the I[COS Terminology Group (TG):

A meeting of the TG, coordinated by AG, was held during the ICOS Congress in Helsinki on 21
August 2024. The meeting was attended by approximately a dozen permanent TG members and
several individual observers. During the meeting, participants were introduced to a presentation of
an IT program aimed at creating an international terminology database, ONOMTERM. Milan
Harvalik led the presentation and facilitated a discussion on the program.



The participants provided comments and feedback on ONOMTERM. They were unanimous in
stating that the TG (thus ICOS) could serve as a consultative environment for the ONOMTERM
project, interdependent on the primary objective of the TG’s work, which is to develop and validate
key onomastic terms within ITOS (International Terminology of Onomastic Sciences) according to
the criteria and needs defined by ICOS TG. In addition, the possibilities and benefits of cooperation
with ISO bodies were discussed. This cooperation is still in the start-up phase. FA and AG are
responsible for liaising with ISO.

During the Helsinki meeting, new members representing the French and Spanish language areas were
approved.

AG was reappointed as the TG Chair.

Following the Congress, the TG Chair undertook a review of the personnel composition of the Group.
Members were asked to confirm their wish to continue in the work of the Group. The membership
of persons who expressed their wish to withdraw or who were no longer members of ICOS expired.
Additionally, the Group welcomed two new members, representing the Czech and Romanian
language areas.

In October 2024, a list of ICOS key terms in Romanian was finalized and uploaded to the ICOS sub-
site, where ITOS files in various languages are available. Work on a similar list for Irish terms is
currently underway.

TG activities will continue to be conducted remotely.

The current composition of the ICOS TG is as follows:

e Chair: Artur Gatkowski (Poland) e Tiina Laansalu (Estonia)

e Terhi Ainiala (Finland) e André Lapierre (Canada)

o Fatemeh Akbari (Austria) e Unni Leino (Finland)

e Hubert Bergmann (Austria) ¢ Yolanda Guillermina Lopez Franco
¢ Urszula Bijak (Poland) (Mexico)

e Andrea Bolcskei (Hungary) e Nadia-Nicoleta Morarasu (Romania)
¢ Joan Tort Donada (Spain) e Sanda Rapa (Latvia)

e Zaneta Dvorakova (Czech Republic) e Yaroslav Redkva (Ukraine)

o Tamas Farkas (Hungary) e Marcia Sipavicius Seide (Brazil)

o Stéphane Gendron (France) e FEugen Schochenmaier (Germany)
 Milan Harvalik (Czech Republic) e Iveta Valentova (Slovakia)

e Peter Jordan (Austria) e Mats Wahlberg (Sweden)

* Regina Kvasyt¢ (Lithuania) e Christian Zschieschang (Germany)

The Board deliberated on the optimal size of working groups and agreed that the ideal number of
members may vary depending on the group’s purpose. This decision was left to the discretion of each
working group’s chair.

CRL noted the lack of African representation within the TG. AG and CRL agreed to discuss this matter
further.

FA suggested that the ICOS website incorporate a consolidated interface for terminology, similar to the
IATE website, enabling users to retrieve equivalent terms in multiple languages with a single query.



7.3. The Bibliography Group

MSS introduced an updated list of members of the ICOS Bibliography Group:

e Chair: Marcia Sipavicius Seide
(Brazil)

e Luisa Caiazzo (Italy)

e Luis Ramoéon Campo Yumar (Cuba)

e Patricia Carvalhinhos (Brazil)

e Zaneta Dvotakova (Czechia)

e Carmen Fernandez-Juncal (Spain)

e Tamas Farkas (Hungary)

e Oliviu Felecan (Romania)

e Milan Harvalik (Czechia / Slovakia)

MSS noted that new members are welcome to join.

7.4. The Working Group on Toponymy

e Yolanda Guillermina Lopez Franco
(Mexico)

e Chrismi-Rinda Loth (South Africa)

e Fugen Schochenmaier (Germany)

e Daiva Sinkeviciiité-Villanueva
Svensson (Lithuania)

e Viind Syrjélé (Finland)

e Joan Tort Donada (Spain)

e Anna Tsepkova (Russia)

PJ provided the minutes from the ICOS Working Group on Toponymy as background material to the
Board. The Group met on 21 August 2024 during the 28th ICOS Congress in Helsinki, Finland. The

agenda included the following items:

e aims of the Working Group;
e membership updates;

e preview on activities organized or co-organized by the Working Group;

e proposals for activities;
e clection of Chair and Vice-Chair.

PJ was elected Chair, and CRL was elected Vice-Chair of the Working Group.

The Group currently has 57 members representing 33 countries. New members are welcome to join.

Europe

Austria: Akbari, Fatemeh; Jordan, Peter (Chair)
Croatia: Crljenko, Ivana

Czechia: Macha, Pfemysl; Michalec, David
Estonia: Alas, Marit

Finland: Suviranta, Sami

France: Gautier, Laurent; Koch, Florian; Rangel
Vicente, Montserrat; Sauvant, Michel

Germany: Zschieschang, Christian

Greece: Hionidis, Pandeleimon

Hungary: Bolcskei, Andrea; Reszegi, Katalin;
Wendl, David

Ireland: Mac Giolla Chomhghaill, Aindi
Italy: Caiazzo, Luisa; Palagiano, Cosimo;
Rieger, Marie A.

Lithuania: Skorupa, Pavel

Poland: Bijak, Urszula; Zagorski, Bogustaw R.
Romania: Bartos-Elekes, Zsombor; Felecan,
Oliviu; Ginsac, Ana-Maria; Rusu, Mihai S.
Russian Federation: Herzen, Andrey A.;
Herzen, Olga



Slovakia: Harvalik, Milan

Slovenia: Gersi¢, Matjaz

Spain: Garcia Quera, Nuria; Tort i Donada, Joan
Sweden: Neumiiller, Kristina; Petrulevich,
Alexandra

Switzerland: Racca, Sara

Ukraine: Nasakina, Svitlana; Redkva, Yaroslav
United Kingdom: Alphey, Tristan; Baker, John;
Parry, Rhian

Africa

Algeria: Atoui, Brahim

South Africa: Du Plessis, Theodorus; Loth,
Chrismi-Rinda (Vice-Chair)

Zimbabwe: Mamvura, Zvinashe; Pfukwa,

North America

Canada: Beaulieu, Marc-Alexandre; Ferland,
Yaives

United States: Momma, Haruko; Wade, David

South America
Brazil: Santos Andrade, Karylleila dos

Asia

China-Beijing: Perono Cacciafoco, Francesco;
Wa, Shiyue

China-Taiwan: Kang, Peter

Republic of Korea: Kim, Sun-Bae

Australia and Oceania

Charles Australia: Tent, Jan

New Zealand: Matthews, Philip

8. Onoma issues/business
8.1. The price of the volumes

Since the price of Onoma was increased by 10 EUR last year (from 30 to 40 EUR), the Board decided
not to increase the price of Onoma in 2025.

8.2. Print-on-demand

FA proposed exploring the option of printing Onoma only on demand. Reasons for this: to eliminate
unnecessary costs, to reduce the workload for OF and his colleagues, and to lead to a greener ICOS.

PJ emphasized that reducing the number of printed journals would not significantly lower printing costs.
Additionally, ensuring dissemination in libraries remains essential.

OF noted that the ICOS website could include an option allowing members to choose whether they want
a printed journal. Currently, 300 copies are printed; however, printing fewer copies would increase the
cost per unit. Postal dissemination also presents challenges. The next volume will be available online in
December and printed in January.

DS highlighted that the subscribers from different publishers and university libraries (about 30-40) tend
to prefer the printed versions. Their preferences should also be considered.

The Board approved implementing a feature on the ICOS website to allow members to indicate their
preference for a printed copy. ZD will incorporate this feature into the membership application process
and apply it when members renew their fees for the following year.



8.3. Onoma reviews

PJ suggested reconsidering the principle that books must be reviewed in their original language, noting
that while this approach may seem logical, it risks fragmenting the field of science. He proposed
supporting internationalization by publishing reviews exclusively in English.

YGLF noted that ICOS’s three official languages—FEnglish, French, and German—should be respected,
and reviews can be written in any of these languages.

The Board unanimously agreed that reviews could be written in any of the three ICOS languages, with
no requirement for the language of the review to match the language of the book.

9. Onomastics Online

The Board unanimously agreed to continue the lecture series. Improvements in the organization,
including regularity (2-3 lectures per semester) and a more even distribution of topics, were deemed
necessary. It was also decided that lecture schedules should ideally be planned a year in advance. A
structured form will be created to collect relevant information from presenters, including the title, a short
abstract, a consent for uploading the lecture to YouTube, etc. CRL volunteered to serve as the
coordinator, a proposal enthusiastically approved by the Board.

The practice of paying lecturers 100 euros per lecture will continue.

CRL will explore the possibility of hosting the first lecture in December and begin drafting the program
for the upcoming year. Board members will provide suggestions for the program.

10. The language/translation issue

The Board discussed whether the ICOS Board and General Assembly (GA) minutes should be translated
into all official ICOS languages.

PJ noted that minutes have traditionally been written only in English, as they are legal documents and
the original language takes precedence. Translating minutes would also impose a significant additional
workload.

YGLF emphasized that the GA voted to maintain all three official languages and suggested acting
accordingly.

PJ clarified that the GA voted to continue the current practice, which does not mandate translating
minutes.

SN concurred, agreeing that minutes should remain in English. However, certain sections of the ICOS
website—such as explanations about ICOS, onomastics, membership information—should be
translated.

The Board decided that neither Board minutes nor GA minutes would be translated. Key information
from the GA will continue to appear in the Newsletter, which is translated into three languages. Basic



information on the ICOS website will also be translated into all three official languages, and ZD will
prepare a proposal on how to achieve this.

11. Any other business

PJ provided an update on the next congress in Vienna. An organizing committee has been established
and will meet on November 22 to discuss the scientific committee and other organizational matters.

12. Next Board meeting
Next Board meeting has been set for 18 February 2024 (17:00 CET).

SN thanked everyone for participation and closed the meeting at 18:56.

Tiina Laansalu
Secretary

(21 October 2024)



