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                   Speakers: 

Dariusz Gierczak: Herder Institute for Historical Research on East Central Europe (Germany) 
Francis Harvey: Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography (Germany) 

Eric Losang: Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography (Germany) 
Moderator: Peter Jordan: Austrian Academy of Sciences (Austria) 

 

Studying toponym changes. Using gazetteers.net to compare differences in 
digital repositories. 

 
Abstract:  
In this presentation we describe the concepts and capabilities of the gazetteers.net application 
and examples of its use. Designed to help researchers study changes in toponyms, the current 
online application with data from 10 digital repositories for the area of contemporary Poland 
helps researchers working in this area with toponyms consider and compare multiple place 
names in a selected area. With its possibilities specialists as well as researchers with questions 
that tangent onomastic matters have a potent environment to aid their research. 
In detail, the gazetteers.net web application enables users to search these digital place name 
repositories simultaneously, view and compare the data collected from different gazetteers. 
In addition, the application supports the identification of names that may refer to the same 
geographical entity, regardless of definitions what constitutes a geographical place or its 
historical or present administrative status. With the functionality for linking corresponding 
names from these sources, the application helps facilitate comparisons. 
Through examples we consider how the gazetteers.net application helps with assessments of 
the consistency, accuracy and uncertainty of historical place names. The application supports 
researcher identification of toponyms from different databases that may refer to the same 
geographical entity, during different periods and provides a means to create links between 
corresponding elements in different gazetteers, which can be exported in CSV format files for 
use in further comparison and analysis. 
Future plans for the application will develop capacities for researchers to add their data and 
improve comparison abilities. 
Keywords: Toponyms, Gazetteers, Onomastics, Digital Repositories, Geographical Entities 
Link to gazetteers.net: https://gazetteers.net 
 
Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/5990044b-ffb9-462f-9d12-
4bc6dac9a290@8efc1bb9-b90f-4a48-bf6c-ba0686193b80 

- Upon registration you will receive an email with the link.  
- The system will also circulate a reminder with the link an hour before the event. 
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Dariusz Gierczak 

 

Biography: Dariusz Gierczak M.A. studied 
geography and Slavonic languages. He is a research 
associate at the Herder Institute for Research on 
East Central Europe. 
He has been engaged in place names at the Herder 
Institute, Dresden University of Technology, Oxford 
University, University of Siegen, and as Editorial 
member of the Encyclopedia of Eastern Europe at 
Alpen-Adria University, Klagenfurt. 
He is the author of numerous publications in 
German, English, and Polish. He has translated 
scientific books from Polish to German and from 
German to Polish. 
ORCID-iD: 0009-0009-4134-6159 
Website: https://www.herder-
institut.de/profile/dariusz-gierczak/?letter=G 

 
 
Francis Harvey 
Biography: Francis Harvey is lead of the research group “Data and Practices” in the 
Department for Cartography and Visual Communication at the Leibniz Institute for Regional 
Geography in Germany and Professor for Visual Communication in Geography at the University 
of Leipzig. Three research foci define his current activities. First, contributions at the 
intersections of geography, digital humanities and science technology that address the 
challenges of source critical approaches in historical geographical analysis and visualization. 
Second, empirical studies into the visual perception of mapped information in geographical 
communication. Third, research and teaching related to modernist graphic design, 
visualization pedagogy and its relevance for geographical communication. Currently, he is chair 
of ICA Geospatial Semantics and Ontology Commission. 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/francis-harvey-b531723/ 
Website: https://leibniz-ifl.de/institut/personen/harvey-francis 
 
Eric Losang 
Biography: Assistant in the Research Area Geovisualisations, Department of Cartography and 
Visual Communication 
Website: https://leibniz-ifl.de/en/institute-1/people/losang-eric 
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Onomastics Online lecture series: 
Onomastics Online is a series of online lectures dealing with important timely topics related to 
names and naming. Given by distinguished scholars from various academic backgrounds, the 
lectures demonstrate the importance and the multidisciplinary nature of onomastic research. 
To see the list of upcoming and past lectures, please visit our webpage at: 
https://icosweb.net/onomastics-online/. 
Previous lectures can be found on our YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/@theinternationalcouncilofo2460. 
If you are interested in ICOS membership, please see the details here: 
https://icosweb.net/membership/membership-registration/. 
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