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Numeric Codes in the Arabian Peninsula

Abstract: Since around 2000, some Kuwaiti youths of Bedouin ancestry have used
three-digit numeric codes to refer to their tribes in computer-mediated communication
and public areas. These digital nicknames are more functional in Internet-based
searches than the polymorphous names of tribes. These self-given numeric codes
represent an attempt by urbanized Badu youths to redefine their social identity in a
modern setting. The fact that these codes apply to large groups, such as tribes, but not
to smaller groups, such as families and clans, shows the importance of demographic
factors in coining ethnonymic nicknames. The system of numeric codes is an active
cultural phenomenon that has led to extensions across the region. While we focus
primarily on Kuwait, we show that a whole youth subculture of three-digit codes
referring to groups of people is developing in the Arabian Peninsula.

Keywords: Numeric codes, digital age, Badu, ethnonyms, identity.

Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2dd10495-1034-44f0-8ccb-
129737b843f3@8efclbb9-b90f-4a48-bf6c-ba0686193b80

- Upon registration you will receive an email with the link.

- The system will also circulate a reminder with the link an hour before the event.
ICOS policy on privacy: https://icosweb.net/membership/icos-personal-data-
protection-policy/.
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Biography: Amin Almuhanna graduated
from Kuwait University with a BA in English
language and literature and went on to
obtain an MSc and PhD in computational
linguistics from the University of
Manchester Institute of Science &
Technology (UMIST).

The title of his PhD thesis was ‘A corpus-
based study of Arabic scientific and
technological compound terms’. His current
research interests have been focused on
onomastics and corpora for several years
now, from both historical and contemporary
perspectives.

Website:
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ami
n-Almuhanna

Onomastics Online lecture series:

Onomastics Online is a series of online lectures dealing with important timely topics
related to names and naming. Given by distinguished scholars from various academic
backgrounds, the lectures demonstrate the importance and the multidisciplinary nature
of onomastic research. To see the list of upcoming and past lectures, please visit our
webpage at: https://icosweb.net/onomastics-online/.

Next lecture: 9 October 2025.

Previous lectures can be found on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@theinternationalcouncilofo2460.

If you are interested in ICOS membership, please see the details here:
https://icosweb.net/membership/membership-registration/.
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