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ICOS

Minutes of the ICOS Board Meeting
Teams, 18 February 2025, 5 pm CET

Present: Staffan Nystrdom (SN, chair), Yolanda Guillermina Lopez Franco (YGLF, Vice-President),
Peter Jordan (PJ, Vice-President), Tiina Laansalu (TL, Secretary), Johanna Othén (JO, Treasurer),
Daniel Solling (DS, Vice-Treasurer), Zaneta Dvoiakova (ZD, Assistant Secretary and Web Officer),
Milla Juhonen (MJ), Fatemeh Akbari (FA), Chrismi-Rinda Loth (CRL), Marcia Sipavicius Seide (MSS),
Oliviu Felecan (OF, Editor-in-Chief of Onoma)

1. Welcome and apologies

The chair SN called the meeting to order on Tuesday 18 February 2025 at 17:00 CET and welcomed
everyone present.

Artur Gatkowski (AG, Chair of ICOS Terminology Group), Erszébet Gyorfty (EG), and Mats Wahlberg
(MW, Chair of the Editorial Board of Onoma) sent their apologies for absence.

2. Confirmation of the agenda

SN introduced the following agenda (also disseminated via e-mail before the meeting):

1. Welcome and @POLOZIES .......ccuvervieirieiierietierieesieesteetreeaeeseesseesseesssessseesseasseesssesssesssesssesssessseesssessnenns 1
2. Confirmation 0f the a@ENda..........cc.eeviieiiiiiiiiieicce et ste e s ae s reesbeesbeesbeesraesanessneans 1
3. Minutes of the previous meeting (Teams, 21 October 2024) ........cccceverrienirienenenienentereeeeeeneeae 2
4. NeWS fTOM the TIEASUIET .......ecuiiiiiiiiiiiierieetee ettt ettt ettt et e et sbe et e bt eatebesae e 2
5. News from the Web Officer; the WEDPAZE ......ecovviiuieiiieiieiiecieeece ettt s 3
6. ICOS CO-0PETations (JHAISOMS) .....ecvvecvvierierieieesieesiresreeteeseesseesseesssessseesseesseesseesssesssesssesssesssessssesseans 4
7. WOTKING STOUP ACLIVITIES ...vveeuvieeiietieiiestiesitesie et eteesteesteesseesseessreasseenseesseessaessaesssesssesnsesseesseessnesnsenns 4

7.1. The BiblIOGIaphy GIOUP.......coveiiieirietieriesteesteestteereeveesteesteestaesereesreesseesseesssesssesssessessseesssessseans 4

7.2. The Working Group 0N TOPONYMY .......cccvieviieiieiieiieeieesieesieesieeereeereesseesseesseessseesseessesssessseesseenes 5
8. OTOMIA DUSITIESS.....contieieiieiiteitete ettt ettt sttt h et e b e et et s bt et e e bt s st et e st ente s bt et e nbeebtenbeebeensenbeeaeen 5
9. ONOMASHICS ONIINE ....couiiiiiiitiiiete ettt et b et e st bt et b ebt et s bt e e e beeneen 5



10. YOUung SCholar NEEWOTK .........ccoviiiiiiiieiiiesiesieete ettt ettt e staeseaeeteesteesteestaessaesssessseenseesssesssesssennsens
11 ANY OthET DUSINESS ..ottt ettt et ettt e et e bt e s be e s bt e eatesateembe e bt enbeesaeesaeeeneean

12, NeXt BOATA MEELINE ......eccvieriieiiieiieiieeieesttestesteete et esseesseestaessseesseessaessassseesssessseessessseesssesssesssensens

The agenda was confirmed.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting (Teams, 21 October 2024)

The Board approved the minutes for publication.

4. News from the Treasurer

Treasurer’s report was submitted by JO.

Treasurer’s report 2024:

SEK account

For

Bank costs

Credit card transfer costs
Interest

ICOS organizational costs/Website
Membership fees
Onomastics Online
Donations

Onoma payments
Onoma costs

Other

TOTAL

EURO account

For

Interest

ICOS organizational costs/Website
Onoma costs

(website, printing and shipping)
Onoma payments

Membership fees

Reimbursement double payment
Reimbursement of outgoing payment
Donations

Onomastics Online

ICOS Summer school support
Other (transfer to SEK account)

TOTAL

paid
2025

6338 SEK (561 Euro)

(=]

2728 EUR

received
0

0

7336

0

4992

98
0

0

12426 SEK (1100 Euro)

received
0
0

0
1160
5323

S OO 0O O
(9]

6568 EUR



SEK savings account paid received
Interest 7336 (649 Euro) 7598 (673 Euro)

IN ALL: OUT: 3938 EURO IN: 8341 EURO

Status of the Swedish bank accounts 2024-12-31

Account no 497646-0 in SEK 8769 SEK = 777 EUR
Account no 497646-0 in EUR (Euro-pocket) 26 539 EUR
Account no 1830 27 14593 (savings) 418 680,18 SEK =37 096 EUR

TOTAL: 64 412 EUR

Number of members 2024: 263
Number of Onoma subscribers 1 January 2024: 34

PJ requested a review of the membership list of the Working Group on Toponymy and suggested sending
out a reminder to members. If necessary, he will contact them personally.

JO reported a problem concerning the payment of the [ICOS membership fee: members who had set up
their subscriptions earlier have been charged based on the previous rate, most likely through automatic
payments. It was agreed that these members should probably be contacted individually and informed of
the updated fee, so they can adjust their recurring payments accordingly.

JO also raised a question regarding the budget. As the budget is usually prepared and reviewed every
spring, the intention is to have it ready for the next board meeting. It was agreed to include it on the
agenda for the next meeting.

5. News from the Web Officer; the webpage

7D had prepared a presentation, which had been circulated with the provisional agenda. The presentation
is available as a separate document.

Key updates on the ICOS website and communication:

e Updated website sections:
o News
o ICOS News — includes new Onoma issues, online lectures, board and working group
meetings
Conferences and workshops
New books
Journal issues

o O O O

Membership and registration — updated information on fees and Onoma



e Minor website changes:
o Updated contact details
o Member lists of working groups
e Multilingual versions of the website — in progress:
o French version: translation completed, awaiting proofreading
o German version: translation pending
e Online dictionary of onomastic terms — in progress:
o Software is ready
o Awaiting data (some term lists are incomplete)
e Social media statistics:
o X/Twitter (@ICOSnews): 417 followers
o Facebook: 706 followers, 603 likes
o Facebook audience data includes breakdown by gender and age

TL inquired about what happens to event information once the event has ended as this information is
useful for compiling the ICOS Newsletter. ZD responded that it is archived and can still be used (but
not publicly accessable). ZD also asked everyone to inform her of any upcoming events, new
publications, etc.

The frequency of the Newsletter was also discussed. So far, it has usually been published once a year.
TL and SN agreed to discuss this in more detail before the summer. The aim is to compile and publish
the next Newsletter after the summer.

6. ICOS co-operations (liaisons)

PJ reported on ICOS’s current co-operations, with a particular focus on UNGEGN and its upcoming
session in April/May. His report as ICOS Liaison Officer had been shared with the provisional agenda
and is available in a separate document.

The report highlights the Working Group on Toponymy, as place names are a core topic for UNGEGN.
It also emphasizes the importance of harmonizing terminology, a task that should be continued, and lists
the organisations affiliated to ICOS.

Regarding cooperation with ISO, FA will provide a more detailed overview at the next meeting. The
next [SO meeting will be held in Japan in June 2025, and FA will participate virtually. Before that, ICOS
needs to prepare a document outlining its expectations.

7. Working group activities
7.1. The Bibliography Group
The report of the Bibliography Group (submitted by MSS):

In October 2024, the Bibliography Group held a meeting where the members chose the activities
they prefer to develop during the term: national selected bibliography, review article based on



national selected bibliography, development of a new protocol, a new selected bibliography list,
and a new literature review article.

It was decided that once the first literature review article is published in a Scopus-indexed
journal, a new heading at IBOS webpage will be created. Under the new heading, the title and
link to the publication will be posted. Previously published review articles and their links will
also be moved to this new section.

MSS has developed a new protocol which was used to produce a selected list of 100 articles
published in 2023 and 2024. Based on this list, she will prepare a new literature review article.

SN asked for clarification about the nature of the new protocol. MSS explained that it is a newly
developed set of criteria for evaluating which articles are included in the bibliography.

7.2. The Working Group on Toponymy

PJ gave an update on the activities of the Working Group on Toponymy. The group currently has 60
members from 32 countries. So far, two business meetings (in Helsinki and in Dublin) and one thematic
session (in Dublin) have been held. The proceedings of the thematic session will be published as Onoma
volume 61 in 2026. Another toponymic session is planned for September in Vienna, and the group will
also participate as external organizers in a symposium in Clarens, South Africa.

8. Onoma business

OF shared updates regarding Onoma. Volume 59 was published online in December and 300 printed
copies were issued in January. In February, the domain extension and hosting for the Onoma website
were paid for the next three years. Shipping of printed volumes to subscribers has begun.

9. Onomastics Online
CRL had prepared a report that was shared with the provisional agenda.
Summary:

1. Lectures held in term 2024/2025

e Lecture 1 (12 Dec 2024):
o Topic: Onomastics and Sign Language
o Speaker: Jani de Lange (South Africa)
o Attendance: 38; YouTube views: 96
e Lecture 2 (13 Feb 2025):
o Topic: French lecture on the surname Grondin
o Speaker: Pierre Gendrau-Hétu (Canada)
o Attendance: 38; YouTube views: 76



2. Technical platform — challenges and suggestions

e Current platform: MS Teams (via University of the Free State)

e Limitations: external moderators not permitted; succession planning difficult

e Suggestion: explore alternatives (Zoom, Google Workspace, Microsoft 365) with better
control and continuity for ICOS use

3. Language and communication

e Need for clearer announcements regarding lecture language at session start
e Proposal: Pre-prepared multilingual welcome message in ICOS’s official languages

4. Promotion strategy

e Posters created and distributed via:
o ICOS website and social media (ZD)
o YouTube, LinkedIn, LinguistList, ICOS mailing list (CRL)
e Suggestion: Board members encouraged to share promotional content more actively in their
networks

5. Speaker compensation

e Standard honorarium of 100 Euros paid to each speaker
e Proposal: Consider complimentary ICOS membership for speakers
e Question: How to handle honorarium in case of multiple speakers?

6. Upcoming lecture dates (confirmed)

e 10 April 2025

e 12 June 2025

e 9 October 2025

e 11 December 2025

7. Proposals for future lectures

A decision was made regarding the platform and corporate accounts: CRL will prepare a proposal, and
the matter will be resolved via email.

CRL will from now on send a short message in all three official ICOS languages regarding the language
of the lecture to be posted in the chat box at the start of the lecture. This is to prevent confusion among
participants who may hear a different language during setup.

It was also decided to include a one-year complementary ICOS membership for speakers. If there are
multiple authors, each of them will receive a one-year complementary ICOS membership. Furthermore,
a token of appreciation of 100 Euros will be provided per presentation. The sum will be transferred to
one author, who is expected to distribute it among co-authors.

For the remaining four lecture slots, seven proposals have been submitted. CRL will email the list and
a poll will be conducted to vote on the final four.



10. Young Scholar Network

MJ informed the Board about the preliminary plans for the next ICOS Summer School, to be held at the
University of Helsinki (Finland) on 24-28 August 2026, with the theme ,,Digital Tools and Databases*.
MJ will be the main organizer, and Professor Terhi Ainiala will be the main responsible teacher. The
course will be organized in collaboration with the Onomastics group of Langnet, a Finnish doctoral
program network in language studies. The program will include lectures, workshops, excursions, etc. A
funding request will be submitted to ICOS for 4600 Euros (as with the previous Summer School), with
hopes of securing additional sponsors.

DS reminded that a more detailed budget is required, specifying how the 4600 Euros will be used.

TL asked who is eligible to participate in the Young Scholar Network, including whether early-career
researchers who already have a PhD may join. It was decided to leave the final decision to the organizers,
but preference should be given to doctoral students. The organizer may also choose to offer a hybrid
format, as was done last time.

11. Any other business

PJ mentioned that President Trump had signed a decree to rename several geographical features (e.g.,
renaming the Gulf of Mexico to Gulf of America). Many have asked how ICOS intends to respond. PJ
has drafted a brief statement that could be published on the ICOS website. The statement emphasizes
that exonyms are a matter for the target-language community, and it is up to each country whether or
not to use them.

It was agreed that PJ will circulate the text for review, after which it will be published on the ICOS
website. OF suggested that PJ and SN consider writing a short article on the issue for the Onoma journal
(in the ,,Notes™ section).

12. Next Board Meeting
Next Board Meeting has been set for 16 June 2025 (17:00 CET).

SN thanked everyone for participating and closed the meeting at 18:47.

Tiina Laansalu
Secretary

(18 February 2025)



