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Minutes of the ICOS Board Meeting 

Teams, 28 August 2025, 5 pm CET 

 

Present: Staffan Nyström (SN, Chair), Yolanda Guillermina López Franco (YGLF, Vice-President), 

Peter Jordan (PJ, Vice-President), Tiina Laansalu (TL, Secretary), Milla Juhonen (MJ), Fatemeh Akbari 

(FA), Erszébet Győrffy (EG), Chrismi-Rinda Loth (CRL), Márcia Sipavicius Seide (MSS), Oliviu 

Felecan (OF, Editor-in-Chief of Onoma), Alina Bugheşiu (AB, editorial secretary of Onoma, invited 

participant). 

 

1. Welcome and apologies  

The Chair SN called the meeting to order on Thursday 28 August 2025 at 17:00 CET. 

Artur Gałkowski (AG, Chair of ICOS Terminology Group), Johanna Othén (JO, Treasurer), Daniel 

Solling (DS, Vice-Treasurer), Žaneta Dvořáková (ŽD, Assistant Secretary and Web Officer), and Mats 

Wahlberg (MW, Chair of the Editorial Board of Onoma) sent their apologies for absence. 

 

2. Confirmation of the agenda  

SN introduced the following agenda (also circulated via e-mail before the meeting):  

 

1. Welcome and apologies ....................................................................................................................... 1 

2. Confirmation of the agenda ................................................................................................................. 1 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting (Teams, 18 February 2025) ............................................................. 2 

4. News from the Treasurer; draft budget 2025–2027 ............................................................................. 2 

5. News from the Web Officer ................................................................................................................. 3 

6. ICOS co-operations (liaisons) ............................................................................................................. 3 

6.1. 4th UNGEGN in New York .......................................................................................................... 3 

6.2. Harmonizing ICOS/UNGEGN terminologies .............................................................................. 4 

6.3. Collaboration with ISO ................................................................................................................ 4 

7. Working group activities ..................................................................................................................... 5 

7.1. The Terminology Group ............................................................................................................... 5 
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7.2. The Bibliography Group............................................................................................................... 5 

7.3. The Working Group on Toponymy ............................................................................................... 5 

8. Onoma business ................................................................................................................................... 5 

9. Onomastics Online .............................................................................................................................. 6 

10. The upcoming ICOS Summer School ............................................................................................... 6 

11. The next ICOS newsletter .................................................................................................................. 7 

12. Any other business............................................................................................................................. 7 

13. Next Board meeting........................................................................................................................... 7 
  

It was noted that, in the absence of JO, ŽD and AG, SN would address items 4 and 5, and PJ would 

address item 7.1. 

The agenda was confirmed.  

 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting (Teams, 18 February 2025) 

SN noted that the actions agreed upon at the previous meeting had been carried out as planned. The date 

of the subsequent meeting recorded in the minutes had been changed from 12 June to 28 August.  

The Board approved the minutes for publication. 

 

4. News from the Treasurer; draft budget 2025–2027 

SN introduced the draft budget for 2025–2027. Questions remained regarding support for the publication 

of the ICOS Congress Proceedings from Helsinki and for Onoma volumes 60–62, as exact costs could 

not yet be estimated. 

For 2025, the issue of IBOS costs was raised, in particular whether Zotero should continue to be used 

and the subscription fee paid. MSS asked who had access to the file storage. SN undertook to discuss 

this with the account owner, Eugen Schochenmaier. The allocation of EUR 100 was provisionally 

retained in the budget. 

Regarding student support for 2025, it was asked whether activities beyond the usual support for 

congress participation could be funded, such as participation in the Summer School or support for virtual 

attendance. It was agreed that this belonged to a different budget line and that, in the absence of concrete 

proposals, no allocation would be included at this stage. 

CRL suggested adding a budget line for ICOS business accounts on technical platforms should a 

transition to such accounts be decided, with estimated costs of EUR 75–150 per year depending on the 

platform. It was recalled that a proposal had been made to create a business account for ICOS, initially 

for lectures only, but potentially extending to broader organizational use via Google Workspace or 

Microsoft 365. Such a transition would be technically complex and would require expert support, as it 

could affect existing data and users.  
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It was agreed that CRL would prepare a short report for the next Board meeting to facilitate further 

discussion. SN concluded that the budget would remain unchanged for now and that the Treasurer would 

be asked to complete the draft as far as possible. 

 

5. News from the Web Officer  

SN reported that ŽD had informed him that translations into German and French were ready to be 

uploaded to the website, but that she did not have access to server administration. Emails had been sent 

to Unni Leino, Lasse Hämäläinen, and Eugen Schochenmaier to explore possible solutions. 

TL noted that several newsletters were missing from the website (“file not found”) and would follow up 

with ŽD regarding corrective action.  

FA asked whether it would be possible for ICOS members to receive email notifications when updates 

are made to the website. The suggestion was noted, and it was agreed to discuss possible options for 

implementing such a system. 

 

6. ICOS co-operations (liaisons)    

PJ provided an overview of ICOS-related organizations. There are currently 22 affiliated organizations, 

of which five annual reports have been received. A new affiliated organization is the International 

Network for Personal Names Research. ICOS cooperates with four sister organizations: UNGEGN, ISO, 

IGU, and ICA. IGU and ICA are represented in the field of toponymy by the joint ICA/IGU Commission 

on Toponymy, co-chaired by Matjaž Geršič (Slovenia) and Elena Dai Prá (Italy). 

FA noted that collaboration with Infoterm had already begun and suggested that it should be formalized. 

 

6.1. 4th UNGEGN in New York  

PJ reported on the 4th UNGEGN session in New York. The 4th session according to the new statutes, but 

already the 34th including all earlier sessions, was attended by 228 delegates from 64 UN member states, 

Palestine, and several international organizations (International Cartographic Association, ICA, 

International Geographical Union, IGU, ICOS, the Pan-American Institute of Geography and History, 

PAIGH) as well as by observers from Google, Esri, and some universities (Universitè de Genève, 

Université de Laval in Quebec, University of Lima in Peru). 171 papers were submitted (available on 

the UNGEGN website), about one third of which were presented. ICOS was represented by TL, the 

ICOS Secretary, as a part of the Estonian delegation; JO, the ICOS Treasurer, as a part of the Swedish 

delegation; and PJ, the ICOS Vice-President, as a part of the Austrian delegation and as the ICOS Liaison 

Officer with UNGEGN. PJ presented the ICOS report on the years 2023-2024, emphasizing the 

foundation of a Working Group (WG) on Toponymy (as toponymy is a key field of UNGEGN activity) 

and ICOS’ desire to resume the terminology harmonization efforts between UNGEGN and ICOS 

initiated by SN, when he was Convenor of the UNGEGN WG on Terminology (succeeded by Trent 

Palmer, USA). 

A major result of the Session was the revitalization of the WG on Place Names as Cultural Heritage that 

had been inactive for some years. Their Co-Convenors, Rafe Benli (Australia) and Emily Lethbridge 

(Iceland), presented an ambitious program and held two side events. This WG will also have focus 
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groups (FG). One of them has already been established, i.e., the FG on indigenous and minority names, 

chaired by Nicole Halseth and Steve Westley (both Canada). The next will be a FG on commemorative 

naming. A major issue was also a draft resolution with the aim of reconciling the earlier (rather 

restrictive) UN resolutions of the 1970s and 1980s on exonyms with the later (2000s and 2010s) UN 

resolutions on place names as cultural heritage (not explicitly excluding exonyms). In a business meeting 

of the UNGEGN WG on Exonyms on the first day of the Session (attended by WG members as well as 

all UNGEGN officials), it was, however, decided not to present this draft resolution to the plenary due 

to opposition against a phrase in the draft stating the “principle of precedence of endonyms over 

exonyms”. This is considered unrealistic, since in many cases the use of exonyms cannot be avoided, 

for example, such as with transboundary features.  

 

6.2. Harmonizing ICOS/UNGEGN terminologies  

PJ reported on progress in harmonizing ICOS and UNGEGN terminologies. As a follow-up to the 

UNGEGN Session, Trent Palmer, Convenor of the UNGEGN WG on Terminology, and PJ, as the ICOS 

Liaison Officer, consulted a first set of toponymic terms with the aim of harmonizing ICOS and 

UNGEGN terminologies as documented in the ICOS List of Key Onomastic Terms and the UNGEGN 

Glossary of Toponymic Terms, last updated in 2007. Many terms appear in both terminologies, 

frequently with slightly differing definitions, the reasons of which are not obvious. Presenting the same 

definitions would strengthen the authority of both terminologies. The consultation resulted in the 

intention of harmonizing the definitions of the terms choronym, endonym, exonym, microtoponym, 

oronym, settlement name, toponomastics, and toponymy, partly according to the ICOS, partly according 

to the UNGEGN model. Where the ICOS definition is to be adopted by UNGEGN, Trent Palmer will 

advocate this definition in the UNGEGN WG on Terminology. Where the UNGEGN definition is to be 

adopted by ICOS, it will have to be submitted to, discussed, and decided by the ICOS WG on 

Terminology. 

 

6.3. Collaboration with ISO  

FA reported on ICOS collaboration with ISO. The ISO/TC 37 “Language and Terminology” annual 

meetings were held in Takamatsu, Japan, from 22–27 June 2025, and FA attended several relevant 

sessions. 

ICOS collaboration with ISO is currently at the highest level (Liaison A). Since ISO 704 and ISO 1087 

include references to proper names, it was agreed that ISO/TC 37/SC 1/WG 3 is the most relevant group, 

and ICOS has officially joined WG 3. 

A key topic in WG 3 discussions was the need to separate two projects: (a) terminology of the onomastic 

field and (b) guidelines for the standardization of proper names. FA proposed beginning with ISO 

onomastic terms alongside the key onomastic terminology developed by ICOS, currently approximately 

70 entries in 20 languages, and subsequently (or simultaneously) developing guidelines for proper 

names. It was suggested that ICOS expand its terminology entries to around 150, which could pave the 

way for a separate ISO standard dedicated to onomastics. FA proposed that a dedicated meeting be 

organized for this purpose. 

FA also reported having had the opportunity to briefly present ICOS at the ISO Chair’s advisory group 

meeting and to clarify the role of proper names and onomastics in standardization. FA thanked SN, PJ, 

and AG for their input to this presentation. 

FA is preparing a more detailed report for the ICOS Newsletter.  
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SN thanked FA for her contributions and confirmed that a dedicated meeting could be organized if 

needed. 

 

7. Working group activities  

7.1. The Terminology Group 

Terminology matters had already been addressed under item 6.2. 

 

7.2. The Bibliography Group  

MSS reported that members of the Group are writing review articles, and that one article authored by 

MSS is currently under evaluation. 

 

7.3. The Working Group on Toponymy  

PJ reported on the activities of the Working Group. The WG held a business meeting as a side event of 

the 4th (new) Session of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN) in 

the UN Headquarters, New York, USA, on the 1st May 2025. During the 10th EuGeo Congress in Vienna, 

Austria, 8–11 September 2025, the WG organized a session on “Place names between cultural heritage 

and cultural change” with eight paper presentations. The WG will also serve as an external co-organizer 

of the 8th International Symposium on Place Names, in Clarens, South Africa, 26–29 November 2025, 

on the theme “Harmonising toponymic heritage: balancing standardisation and local diversity” of which 

the WG Vice-Chair CRL is the main local organizer on behalf of the Department of South African Sign 

Language and Deaf Studies at the University of the Free State.  

CRL added that virtual participation would unfortunately not be possible. Two workshops would be 

offered to all participants. 

PJ further reported that a symposium on “The heritage value of microtoponyms” will be held in 

Hermagor, Austria, on 12–13 October 2026, with the WG Chair PJ as local organizer. It is likely that 

meetings of UNGEGN working groups will take place at the same time, potentially resulting in a full 

week of toponymic meetings. 

 

8. Onoma business  

OF reported that Onoma has been selected for inclusion in both Scopus and the Web of Science database 

(Emerging Sources Citation Index). All articles published from 1 January 2023 onwards should be 

discoverable in Web of Science by the end of September. An increase in submissions is expected. Once 

news of the indexing spreads, editorial control can primarily be exercised over the thematic and review 

sections. At present, the journal comprises more than 400 pages per volume, and this limit must be 

maintained. If the non-thematic section were to expand substantially, both workload and printing and 

shipping costs would increase. Measures to regulate the influx of accepted articles may therefore be 

necessary, such as raising evaluation standards or introducing additional regulations, including the use 

of AI. 



6 

AB added that articles in volumes 53 and 54 are already discoverable in Web of Science. For Scopus, 

the onboarding process takes longer, and the entire process may take about three months. The website 

cannot be updated with this information before actual coverage begins. 

Regarding AI policy, AB reported that the first draft had been circulated to members of the Editorial 

Board of Onoma and valuable feedback had been received. Key suggestions included: refining the 

wording of the policy; clarifying the distinction between authorship and text generation and the 

facilitation of AI tool use; acknowledging that AI in its broadest sense includes spelling and grammar 

checkers, translation software, and assistive technologies, many of which are widely accepted without 

disclosure; recognizing both the opportunities and risks of AI in academic research; and refining and 

reducing the details required in disclosure statements. AB has also received two model guidelines, 

including one from the Journal of Learning Development in Higher Education and another from John 

Benjamins Publishers, and will use these in drafting a revised policy. Further relevant suggestions were 

welcomed. 

The Board thanked AB and OF for their valuable work. 

PJ reported that volume 61, for which he is co-editor, will likely comprise ten manuscripts, and that 

revised versions are expected by the end of September. The final manuscript edited by PJ is expected to 

be submitted in spring 2026. 

It was agreed that AB would revise the AI policy document. Once finalized, the new draft will be sent 

to members of the Editorial Board for approval and subsequently forwarded to the ICOS Board for 

information. 

 

9. Onomastics Online  

CRL reported that all talks had taken place as planned and that the remaining two for the year (9 October 

and 11 December) were on track. It was suggested that planning of next year’s lectures be discussed at 

the next Board meeting. 

SN noted that proposals for speakers could already be submitted, with a final decision to be taken at the 

next Board meeting regarding the first lecture in March/April. 

CRL agreed and will circulate the template again to facilitate information collection.  

 

10. The upcoming ICOS Summer School  

MJ shared the budget and most recent updates regarding the upcoming ICOS Summer School 2026: 

Digital tools and databases, to be held in Helsinki, Finland, 24–28 August 2026. Cooperation with the 

onomastic network Langnet is continuing, and several meetings have been held. The programme will 

include lectures, workshops, thesis presentations, and excursions. 

MJ presented the preliminary budget. The main expenses are fees for 14–15 lecturers, in accordance 

with the University of Helsinki’s rates. The current estimated total is EUR 5,770.  
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SN noted that EUR 4,600 had been allocated in the ICOS budget and that additional funding would need 

to be found. 

MJ reported that the next organizational meeting will take place in October, and that a more detailed 

programme should be available by then. At that point, the final budget for lecturer fees will also be 

clarified.  

 

11. The next ICOS newsletter  

TL reported that a preliminary draft had been circulated and was open for additions. The initial structure 

was reviewed, and discussions were held on which topics should be covered. 

CRL proposed adding a section for other types of outputs, such as software and databases. This was 

considered a good suggestion and could also be reflected on the ICOS website. 

It was agreed that contributions should be sent to TL, preferably by the end of September and no later 

than 5 October. 

FA raised the question of whether reports from affiliated organizations should also be included, similar 

to the Infoterm newsletter that had been shared with the Board. As there are 22 affiliated organizations, 

it was agreed that this would be too extensive. Other dissemination options could be considered in the 

future, including posting submitted reports on the website. 

 

12. Any other business  

No other business was introduced. 

 

13. Next Board meeting  

The next Board meeting has been set for 12 February 2026 (17:00 CET). 

SN thanked everyone for participating and closed the meeting at 19:00. 

 

 

Tiina Laansalu  

Secretary 

(28 August 2025)  


